Germany after 1945 or the Return of Cultural
Code

During the reign of National Socialism in Germany, Jews were first excluded from
all spheres of social, political and cultural life in the Third Reich, then transported
to the East and murdered there, together with their local brethren, by shootings
in the woods and by gas in concentration camps. Those who managed to remain
in Germany were being hunted even during the very last days of the war. At the
end, some fifteen thousand Jews survived in Nazi Germany. Elsewhere, those
who wished to return from exile or the few who were liberated from the Nazi
extermination and labor camps were often unable to return to their pre-war
homes. Some 1,200 Jews were killed in Poland immediately after the war. Throngs
of refugees, mostly Jewish, streamed westward, finding shelter in Germany, of all
places.

Thus, despite all their efforts, the Nazis did not manage to achieve a Judenrein
Germany. Instead, their country became refuge for more than 250,000 men,
women, and children, exhausted and penniless, making up approximately as
many Jews as had lived in Germany on the eve of the war. These surviving Jews,
together with the rest of the German population, were trying to recover from var-
ious traumata and painful war-losses while they were daily suffering from hun-
ger, cold and lack of shelter. Interestingly, even at that early point in time, the
Allies were already investigating attitudes of the Germans towards democracy
and towards the Jews now living in their midst. Following years of Nazi rule, anti-
Jewish policies and vehement Antisemitic propaganda, they unsurprisingly found
out that democracy was suspect and that Antisemitism had not disappeared. At
first, most people claimed they knew nothing of the mass murder in the east and
considered Allies’ reports grossly exaggerated. Later, while few openly defended
Nazi policies against the Jews, most still felt “it was good to break their power.”*
Furthermore, in addition to old Antisemitic clichés, Germans now voiced new
concerns, including fear of reprisals and resentment against accusations by indi-
vidual Jews, by local or international Jewish organizations and by the four occu-
pying powers ruling their country.

1 Office of the US Military Government, report (19.11.1945), quoted in Frank Stern, The White-
washing of the Yellow Badge. Antisemitism and Philosemitism in postwar Germany, Oxford 1992,
88. The first part of this epilogue relies on chaps. 11 and 12 in my book, Deutschland aus jiidischer
Sicht. Eine andere Geschichte vom 18. Jahrhundert bis zum Gegenwart, Munich 2022.

https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110762280-018


https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110762280-018

lepmaHua nocne 1945 roaa, nnv Bo3spalleHne Ky/bTypHOro

KoAa

B nepuog npaeneHns HaumoHan-coymnanmsma B FlepmaHnmv eBpeun cHayana 6b1iu
VCK/TOYEHbI 13 BCex cdep coLmanbHOM, MOANTUYECKOM U KyNbTYPHOW XN3HW TpeTbero
perixa, 3aTeM AenopTMpoBaHbl Ha BOCTOK 1 TaM ybUTbl BMecTe CO CBOMMU
COMnJIEMeHHMKaMM paccTpenamm B Jiecax 1 rasoM B KOHLIEHTPALIMOHHbLIX narepsx. Tex,
KOMY YAan0Cb ocTaTbCs B FepMaHun, npecnefoBany jaxe B NOCiefHNEe AHN BOWHbI. B
KOHLIe KOHLIOB, B HALMCTCKOM FepMaHmm BbIXXII0 OKOMO NATHAALATU ThicAY eBpees. B
APYrrX MecTax Te, KTO XOTeNl BepHYTbCS U3 CCbUIKW, UV Teé HEMHOTr e, KTO 6bl
0CBO6OX/EH N3 HALMCTCKMX Nareper cMepTu 1 TpyAa, YacTo He MOFN BEPHYTLCA B
CBOW f0BOeHHble goma. Okono 1200 eBpeeB 6b11M yoUThI B [onbLue cpasy nocne
BOViHbI. TO/IMbI 6eXeHLeB, B OCHOBHOM eBpeeB, X/IbIHY/IM Ha 3anaj, Harias ybexuLue,
KaK HW CTpaHHoO, B lepmaHnu.

Takum o6pa30M, HeCMOoTpA Ha BCe CBOWU YCU/INA, HaUMCTaM He yaanocb ,u,o6|/|T|>c9|Judenrein
FepMaHusa. BMecTo 3Toro ux cTpaHa crana ybexuiiem ana 6onee yem 250 000 My>KUNH, SXEHLLUH 1
,queIZ, NCTOLLEHHbIX 1 6e3 rpoLla B KapMaHe, YTo COCTaB/IA/Io0 NPYMEPHO CTOJIbKO Xe eBpPEeEB.,
CKOJIbKO MPOXKBasio B repmava HaKaHyHe BOWHbI. DTV BbIXXUBLUNE eBpen, BMecCTe C 0OCTa/lbHbIM
HeMeUKNM HaceneHmeMm, NbiTainCb ONMPaBUTbCA OT PAa3INYHbBIX TPABM U 60/1€3HEHHbIX BOEHHbIX
noTepb, exegHeBHO CTpajas OT roaoja, Xonoha v OTCyTCTBUA KpoBa. |/|HTepECHO, 4TO AaXe Ha 3TOM
PaHHeM 3Tane CO3HUKN yXe N3y4dasin OTHOLLeHE HeMLEB K AeMOKPaThn U K eBpedaM, XNBYLLNM
Tenepb cpean HUX. [Mocne MHOTMX NeT HaUnCTCKOro npasneHns, aHTI/IeBpeVICKOI‘/JI NONNTUKN N
ﬂpOCTHOI}’I AHTNCEMUTCKOM nponaraHAbl OHW, Kak 1 cnefoBano OXNAaThb, o6Hapy>K|/m|/|, 4To
AEMOKPATUSA BbI3bIBAET MOAO3PEHUA, @ AHTUCEMUTU3M HUKYLA HE NCYES. CHayvana 60/1bLUNHCTBO
mo,u,e|7| yTBEPXKAaNN, YTO HNYEro He 3HakT O MaCCoBbIX y6VII7ICTBaX Ha BOCTOKe, N CHUTann AokKnaabl
COHO3HMKOB CUJIbHO MNMpeyBesINYeHHbIMIN. Mo3xe, x0T HeMHorve OTKPbITO 3alunLLani HaunCTCckyo
NoONTNKY NPOTVB eBpees, 60NBLLMHCTBO no-npexHemy c4nTano, 4YTo «bblN0 XOpOoLOo CNoMUTb UX
BacCTb».1
Kpome TOro, MOMUMO CTapbIX aHTUCEMUTCKUX KNNLLE, HEMLbI TEMEPb BbiCKa3bliBa/lN HOBbIE OMNaceHus, B TOM
qucne cTpax nepej penpeccnsaMy N HerofoBsaHme no nosoay 06BUHEHWIA CO CTOPOHbI OTAE/IbHbIX eBPeeB,
MECTHbIX NN MeXAYHapOAHbIX eBPECKNX OpraHmn3aLnii, a Take YeTbipex OKKyNaLMOHHbIX AepXaBs,

YNPaBASHOLLMX CTPAHOA.

-OTyeT YnpasneHus BoeHHoro npasutenscrtea CLUA (19.11.1945), untupyetca no ®paHky CTepHy.
«ObeneHwe XXenToro 3HauKka». AHTUCEMUTN3M 1 GUNIOCEMUTUZM B NocieBoeHHol FepmaHmn.Okcdopa,
1992, 88. MNepBasi 4acTb 3TOrO 3MMA0ra OCHoBaHa Ha rnasax 11 n 12 moeii kHuru.Deutschland aus judischer
Sicht. Eine andere Geschichte vom 18. Jahrhundert bis zum Gegenwart,MoHxeH 2022.
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While the Soviets practiced a strict policy of extinguishing any Nazi influence
in their zone, the western Allies applied a policy of selective denazification. At the
end of 1945, the chief Nazi leaders were either dead or brought before the Inter-
national Military Court in Nuremberg. However, the efforts at general denazifica-
tion proceeded slowly and with only limited success. It aroused a great deal of
resentment and in many cases only facilitated the whitewashing of the Nazi stigma
off minor offenders. Within a few years, most of the imprisoned Nazis were freed
and many were allowed to reassume their bureaucratic posts in the west-German
judicial and political system.

Still, the occupying forces were determined to introduce new moral stand-
ards to the public discourse in their respective zones and Antisemitism served
them from the start as an important measurement of their success or failure. By
the end of 1945 and the beginning of 1946, a number of newspaper articles, deal-
ing with what they continued to call “the Jewish Question,” also seemed to sense
the meaning attached by the occupiers to the relationships between Germans and
Jews. These became “a touchstone for the sincerity of democratic convictions,”
the Tagesspiegel explained, a kind of litmus test.” A few years later, in the summer
of 1949, the U.S. High Commissioner John McCloy, a guest speaker at the first
inter-regional meeting of representatives of the reestablished Jewish communities
in Germany, used similar language: “The fundamental reason that prompted me
to come here,” he emphatically stated, “is the world-significance of the relation-
ships of the new Germany to the Jews and of the Jews to the new German commu-
nity . . . It will, in my judgment, be one of the real touchstones and the test of
Germany’s progress toward the light.”® Thus, with the fall of Nazism, Antisemi-
tism as a cultural code seemed to have returned.

In the early 1950s, during the official negotiations on matters of financial res-
titution, the same John McCloy urged Konrad Adenauer to make public his oppo-
sition to Antisemitism and to accept responsibility, if not collective guilt, for the
fate of Jews under the Nazis and for urgent Jewish needs at the present. Inside
Germany, anti-Antisemitism signified support for democracy at large, for prog-
ress and for human rights. Antisemitism signified the opposite syndrome. The
symbolic mechanism that was here at play was similar to what I have diagnosed
in some of the essays in this book for the years of the Kaiserreich.*

2 Der Tagesspiegel, 5.12.1945.

3 Quoted in Stern, Whitewashing, 297-298. This same meeting and McCloy’s speech are being
also discussed by Michael Brenner in the book he edited, Geschichte der Juden in Deutschland von
1945 bis zur Gegenwart, Munich 2012, 146-147. In what follows I often rely on the articles in this
volume.

4 See my articles, nos. 4. and 5. above.
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B T0 Bpems kak CoBeTbl MPOBOAWN CTPOTYH NMOAUTUKY NCKOPEHEHMS TF06Oro HaLMCTCKOro
B/INSIHNS B CBOEI 30He, 3anajHble CO3HUKM NPUMEHSIIV NONUTUKY N36UpaTeNbHOR
aeHaumdukaumm. K koHuy 1945 roga rnaBHble HaUMUCTCKMe ngepbl AM60 6binn MepTBbl, NM60
npeactanv nepeg MexzyHapoAHbIM BOEHHbIM CyAoM B HiopH6epre. OgHako ycunuvs noo6bLumii
JeHaundnkauma npoaBmranace MeseHHO 1 C orpaHnYeHHbIM ycnexom. OHa Bbi3Basa CuUbHOe
HerofoBaHMe 1 BO MHOTMX C/ly4asix Lb CNoCo6CTBOBaNa 06e/1eHMI0 HAaLMCTCKOrO KneliMma Menkmnx
npaBoHapyLumTenei. B TeyeHe HECKONbKUX eT 6O/bLLMHCTBO 3aKNHOYEHHbIX HALMCTOB 6bIn
0CBOBOXAEHbI, 1 MHOTMM 6bI10 pa3peLLleHo BePHYTLCA Ha CBOM BopoKpaTUYeckme JoKHOCTN B
3anaZHorepMaHcko cyAebHoM 1 NOANTNYECKON crcTeme.

TeM He MeHee, OKKYyNaLMOHHbIe CU/bI BblI MONHbI PELUNMOCTN BBECTN HOBbIE
MopasibHble CTaHAAPTbI B 06LLIECTBEHHBbI AMCKYPC B CBOUX 30HAX, M @aHTUCEMUTU3M C
CamMoro Hayvana ciy>kKua UM BaXKHbIM MepuioM ycnexa nnn Heygauu. K koHuy 1945 n
Hayvany 1946 roga psig ra3eTHbIX CTaTen, MOCBALLLEHHbIX TOMY, YTO OHW NPOAOIKANN
Ha3blBaTb «€BPENCKNM BOMPOCOM», TakXXe, Ka3anochk, yNaBAVNBaAN CMbIC/1, KOTOPbIN
OKKYMaHTbl NPUAaBasv OTHOLLUEHVAM MeXAy HeMLUaMU 1N eBpesaMU. STV OTHOLLIEHWSA
CTanu «kKpUTEPMEM NCKPEHHOCTU AeMOKpaTUYeCcKnxX yoexaeHuii».Tagesspiegel
MOSICHW/IW, YTO 3TO CBOErO poJa akmMycoBasi bymakka.2HeckonbKo feT crycTs, 1eTom
1949 ropa, BepxoBHbI komuccap CLUA [pkoH Makkon, NpUrnalleHHbIn JOKNajunK Ha
nepBoOVi MeXpernoHanbHOM BCTpeYe NpeAcTaBuTeNen BOCCTAHOBAEHHbIX eBPencKnX
06LWNH B epMaHnn, NCMONb30Ban aHanornyHble GopmynmnpoBkm: «OCHOBHas
NpUYnHa, NOByAMBLLAA MeHs MpMexaTh Coja, — PeLLnTeIbHO 3as8BU OH, — 3TO
MMPOBOE 3HaYeHVe OTHOLLEHWIA HOBOV FepMaHnn € eBpesMn 1 eBpeeB C HOBOW
HeMeL KO O6LLMHOM... Ha MOVi B3rN4, 3TO CTaHET OAHVM U3 NMOANNHHbBIX KPUTEPUeEB 1
npoBepKoVi nporpecca N'epmMaHnn Ha NyTW K CBeTy».3TakM 06pa3om, ¢ NnageHnem
HauM3Ma aHTUCEeMUTM3M KakK KyNbTYPHbI KOA, MOXOXe, BEPHYCS.

B Hauane 1950-x roAo., BO BpeMsi odurLManbHbIX NeperoBopoB Mo BonpocamM GrHaHCOBOM
pectutyumn, ToT Xe [koH Makknoli npussan KoHpaga AgeHayapa nybanyHo 3asBUTb O CBOEM
Hecornacum ¢ aHTUCEMUTM3MOM U NMPUHSATE Ha cebst OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, €C/IVN He KOEKTUBHYHO
BUHY, 3a CyAbOY eBpeeB Npu HaLMCTax M 3a HacyLLHble eBperickre HYX/bl B HacTosiLLee BpeMmst.
BHyTpY F'epMaHnv aHTUaHTUCEMUTU3M O3HaYan NoAAEPXKKY AeMOKpaT/K B LIeNIOM, Nporpecca u
npas yenoBeka. AHTUCEMUTM3M O3Ha4an NPOTMBOMNONOXHbIV CUHAPOM. CUMBONNYECKIIA
MexaHW3M, KOTOpPbI 34ecb AelicTBOBa, Bbl1 MOX0X Ha TOT, KOTOPLIV 1 AUarHOCTMpOBan B

HEKOTOPbIX 3CCe 3TOV KHUTW 3a NpoLlejLune rogel.Kaiseppeiix.4

-Der Tagesspiegel,5.12.1945.
-UmTaTta npuBegeHa B paboTe LLTepHa.OT6envBaHme,297-298. 3Ta e BCTpeya 1 pedb Makk/10s Takoke 0b6cy>aatoTcs
Maiiknom bpeHHepoM B KHUre, KOTOpyto OH peAakTupoBan.Geschichte der Juden in Deutschland von 1945 bis zur

Gegenwart,MioHxeH, 2012, 146-147. B fanbHelillem st 4acTo byzy onvpaTbCs Ha CTaTby U3 3TOro Toma.

-CM. Mou cTatbm NeNe 4 11 5 BbiLe.
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Meanwhile, the ever growing enmity between West and East, representing
both the struggle between two world-powers and the competition between two
over-arching ideologies, greatly intensified. While the foreign politics of the two
German states were largely being dictated by the interests of the two super-
powers, the two German states were left to concentrate on their internal affairs.
In the East, the powerful Stasi apparatus was being built, and meanwile the West
experienced what was dubbed a Wirtschaftswunder, that is a miraculous eco-
nomic recovery. But Antisemitism, strangely enough, belonged both in the foreign
and in the domestic spheres. For a number of years, the Soviet Union dictated an
anti-Jewish campaign in all of the Central European countries under its control,
while in the West, a decent attitude towards Jews and readiness to respond to
their individual and collective demands for reparations were considered a prime
precondition for integrating the Bundesrepublik in the Western world. Its rela-
tionships with France and the other major European countries, its full acceptance
as an ally of the United States and its eventual membership in NATO - all seemed
to depend upon it.

However, while the political elite in West Germany seemed to have internal-
ized the significance of an anti-Antisemitic stance for its foreign affairs, it did not
manage to control Antisemitism within its borders. Repeated waves of Antisemitic
incidents were being registered during these years. On January 16, 1960, Adena-
uer, this time on his own accord, broadcasted via radio and television his deeply-
felt indignation vis-a-vis the resurfacing of Nazi slogans and swastika signs on
Jewish graves and synagogue-walls up and down the country. To be sure, he
might have been particularly worried about the effect of these events on foreign
public opinion. But since many other government officials, mostly conservative
CDU members like himself, also publicly expressed their concern, one could cau-
tiously claim that the political elite, despite its mingling with ex-Nazis in and out
of government, reacted apprehensively to open Antisemitism.

Shortly afterwards, as Adolf Eichmann was forcefully brought from Argentina
to trial in Israel, old wounds were being even more painfully opened. The so-called
Auschwitz-trials, between 1963 and 1965, were attended by hundreds of school clas-
ses and the proceedings were broadcast countrywide. Jews were now standing wit-
ness to Nazi crimes; sometimes they even played the role of plaintiffs. But on the
agenda stood not only, not even particularly, Antisemiitism as a code but simple,
brutal Antisemitism too, often of the Nazi type, as real and as poisonous as ever. It
was, in fact, only a generaion later, towards the end of the 1980s, that some statisti-
cal investigations began to register a gradual reduction of this latter kind of open
Jew-hatred. Figures for what was defined as “hard-core Antisemitism” made up by
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TeM BpemMeHeM, MOCTOAHHO HapacTatoLLas Bpaxa Mexay 3anajom 1 Boctokom,
npeAcTaBnsBLIas cob0l kak 60pbOY ABYX MUPOBBIX AepxXaB, Tak 1 KOHKYPEHLMIO ABYX
BCEOOBEMIOLLNX NAECONOTUIA, 3HAUNTENBbHO YCUAnAack. B To Bpemsi Kak BHeLLHSA NoANTMKa
[iBYX HEMEeL|KMX FOCy;apCTB B 3HaUMNTEIbHOW CTEeNeHW AMKTOBaNacb MHTepecammn AByX
cBepXAep>Kas, ABYM HEMEL|KVM rocyjapcTBaM 0CTaBaNoCh COCPEA0TOUNTLCSA Ha CBOUX
BHYTPeHHMX Aenax. Ha BocToke co3gaBanca MOLLHbIV annapaT LUTasu, a Tem BpeMeHeM Ha
3anage NPoOMCXOAMO0 TO, YTO MOJMTYUNSIO Ha3BaHME KKOHPANKT» DKOHOMMYeCKoe Yy0,9T0
uyAiecHoe 3KOHOMMYeCcKoe BOCCTaHOB/IeHMe. HO aHTUCEMNTN3M, KaK HU CTPaHHO,
CyLLLeCTBOBa/ Kak BO BHELLHe, Tak 1 BO BHYTPeHHel cpepax. B TeveHne HecKonbKmx net
CoseTckuin Coro3 MPOBOAMA aHTUEBPENCKYHO KaMMaHMI0 BO BCEX KOHTPONMPYEMbIX UM
cTpaHax LeHTpanbHoli EBponebl, B TO Bpems Kak Ha 3anaje fOCTOMHOe OTHOLLEHWE K eBpesM
1 FOTOBHOCTb OTBEYaTb Ha X NHAVBUAYabHbIE U KONEKTUBHbIE TpeboBaHNS O
penapaumax cHMTanucb NepBoCTeNeHHbIM yC1oBMeM nHTerpauumn.®egepatnsHas
Pecnybnukas 3anagHom Mupe. OT 3TOro, Ka3anocb, 3aB1UCeN ee OTHOLLeHMs ¢ PpaHumeri 1
APYTMMW KPYMHbBIMW €BPOMencKMMY CTpaHaMum, ee NoIHOe NPU3HaHMe B KaYecTBe CO3HMKa
CoepunHeHHbIX LLITaToB 1 ee nocnepytolee uneHcTtso B HATO.

OAHaKo, XoTa nonTnyeckas anuTa 3anagHoli FfepmMaHuK, NOXoxe, 0CO3HaNa 3HaYNMOCTb
QHTMAHTVNCEMUTCKOW MO3ULMM ANs Cebs,MHOCTPaHHbINHEeCMOTPS Ha BCe yCUAws, CTpaHe He yAanoch
cAepxaTb aHTUCEMUTU3M.B Npejenaxs npegenax CBOMX rpaHuL. B 3Tn rogbl pernctpnposanmcb
HeOZHOKpaTHbIe BOMHbI aHTUCEMUTCKUX MHUMAEHTOB. 16 AaHBapsa 1960 roga AgeHaysp, Ha 3ToT pa3
M0 CO6CTBEHHON MHULMATVBE, BLICTYN MO PaAVO U TeNEBUAEHWIO C BbipaXkeHneM riy6okoro
HeroZoBaHWs Mo NoBozy NOBTOPHOrO MOSIBAEHWS HALMCTCKMX JIO3YHIOB 1 CBACTMK Ha eBPerckmx
Moruiax 1 CTeHax cuHaror no Bceit ctpaHe. KOHeUHO, OH Mor 6bITb 0CO6eHHO 06ecrnokoeH
B/IMSIHUEM 3TVX COBbITUIA Ha 3apy6exHoe 0bLLecTBeHHOe MHeHMe. Ho MOCKoNbKy MHOrve Apyrue
npaBnTe/IbCTBEHHbIE YAHOBHWKN, B OCHOBHOM KOHCEPBATVMBHbIE Y/1E€HbI XLI,C, KakK 1 OH CaM, TakXxe
ny6ANYHO BbIpaXkaayn CBOK 03a60YEHHOCTb, MOXHO C OCTOPOXHOCTLIO yTBEPXAaTh, UTO
nosMTMyeckas 3nnTa, HECMOTPS Ha CBOW CBA3M C bbIBLUVMIW HaLMCTaMu Kak B MPaBUTE/ILCTBE, Tak U
BHe ero, oTpearvpoBasna Ha OTKpbITbI/i aHTVCEMUTM3M C OraceHneMm.

Bckope nocne 3toro, koraa Agonbda SlixmaHa cunoli BoiBesiv U3 APreHTUHbI Ha CYA B
W3paunnb, cTapble paHbl OTKPLIINCH eLle 6one3HeHHee. Tak Ha3biBaeMble AyLLBULIKME MPOLLeCChl,
npoxoamsLumne ¢ 1963 no 1965 roA, noceLlani COTHN LUKO/bHbIX K1aCCoB, a TPAHCAALMMN BEINCh MO
BCeli cTpaHe. EBpeu Tenepb 6bINM CBUAETENSMMN HALMCTCKUX MPeCTyNAeHnI; MHOr4a OHK Aaxe
nrpanv ponb UCTLOB. HO Ha NoBecTKe AHS CTOSA He TONIbKO, AaXe He KOHKPETHO, aHTUCEMUTU3M
Kak KoZ0BOE MOHSATIE, HO 1 NMPOCTON, KeCTOKMI aHTUCEMUTN3M, YaCTO HALMCTCKOro TUMa, Takow xe
peanbHbIl 1 SA0BUTHIN, Kak 1 npexge. PakTUYeckn, NMLb NoKoAeHne cnycTs, K KoHLy 1980-x
roA0B, HEKOTOpPble CTaTUCTNYEeCKMEe nccnesoBaHNA Havanum d)I/IKCVIpOBaTb rnocrteneHHoOe CHMXeHne
3TOro NOC/IeAHEro BAa OTKPLITON HEHaBUCTL K eBpesiM. [laHHbIE O TOM, UTO OMpeAensaock Kak

«KECTKUIA aHTUCEMUTU3M», COCTaBASN
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then as few as 6% and it could even be claimed that Antisemites, Neo-Nazis and
others, were finally on the defensive.’

While this has been shown to be primarily true for Antisemitism on the
Right, Antisemitism of another variety was occasionally becoming more vocal
and ever more worrying, this time on the Left. At first, it could be argued, using
the concept of cultural code, that as a rule, critique of the Israeli occupation of
Palestenian territories served the Left as an indication of its comprehensive anti-
Colonialism.® In itself it was not Antisemitic. To repeat my argument in some of
the essays in this book: precisely because Antisemitism was not a recognizable
component of the leftwing political syndrome, it suited so well the role of a signi-
fier. Clearly, leftwing Israel critique was not — and is not — identical with Antisem-
itism. But at the same time, it does present us with a fundamental dilemma: Is
every critique directed at Jews or at Jewish Israelis a hidden manifestation of Jew-
hating? And if this is not always the case, when is it — if at all?

To be sure, Antisemites often deny hating anyone. One is reminded of the
first outspoken Antisemite in Imperial Germany, the Protestant Court-Priest Adolf
Stocker, who insisted as early as 1879 that “[w]e hate no-one . .. we also do not
hate the Jews; we respect them as our fellow-citizens and love them as the Folk of
the prophets and Apostles, of which our Savior had emerged.” He only objected to
their “Mammon-spirit” and to their desire “to become masters of Germany.”” Simi-
larly, though he respected their religion and shared their “ancient, holy memories,”
Heinrich von Treitschke, a highly respected historian at the Berlin University,
found himself turning and twisting, too. He merely objected to that “German-Jewish
mixed-culture,” which the Jews apparently wished to substitute for “our thousands-
years Germanic civilization.”® There is a long tradition of Antisemites, going back to
the Church fathers, who insisted on having no prejudice against the Jews, only justi-
fied complaints. They enumerated justifications for criticizing, despising, even hat-
ing them, and often claimed to be merely concerned with their “improvement”.

Such an attitude has also been attributed to the so-called Jewish Self-Haters.
Figures like the young Walther Rathenau in Berlin or Otto Weininger, Karl Kraus,
and Egon Fridell in Vienna were listed under this title in a 1930 book by Theodor
Lessing. Since then, this characterization has had a brilliant career in public de-
bates among Jews, including in Israel’s post-1967 political controversies. By then

5 For the most useful summary of these statistics, see Werner Bergmann and Rainer Erb, Anti-
semitism in Germany. The post-Nazi Epoch since 1945, London & New York 2017, esp. 1-21.

6 For the following discussion see my essay no. 7. in this volume, above.

7 See Adolf Stocker, Das moderne Judenthum in Deutschland, besonders in Berlin. Zwei Reden in
der christlich-socialen Arbeiterpartei, 2. ed. Berlin 1880, 4-20.

8 Reprinted in Der Berliner Antisemitismusstreit, ed. Walter Boehlich, Frankfurt a. M. 1965, 10.
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3aTeM 3TOT nokasaTeslb CHU3WUACS A0 6%, N MOXHO Jjaxe yTBepPXAaTh, YTO aHTUCEMUTbI, HEOHALMCTbI 1
Zpyrue, HakoHeLl, NepeLIn kK 060poHe.s

XOTA 3TO B OCHOBHOM CrpaBejAnBo A1 aHTUCEMUTU3MA CpaBa, aHTUCEMUTU3M ApPYroro poja
Bpems OT BpeMeHW CTaHOBWJICA BCe H6onee rpPOMKIMM 1 Bbi3blBas BCe 60/bliee 6ecrokolicTBo, Ha
3TOT pa3 c/ieBa. [1oHavany, NCNosb3ys KOHLENLUMIO KyNbTYPHOrO KOAa, MOXHO 6bI10 yTBEPXAaTh,
4TO, KaK NPaBuIo, KPUTKKa N3PanIbCKOV OKKYNaLMW NanecTUHCKUX TePPUTOPUIA ClyXIa NeBbIM
rnokasaTenem 1x Bceo6beMIOLLIEr0 aHTUKO0HWanM3Ma.6CaMo no cebe 3To bbLIoHeT
AHTNCEMUTU3M. TTOBTOPIO CBOW apryMeHT 13 HEKOTOPbIX 3CCe B 3TOWN KHUre: UMEHHO MOTOMY, YTO
AHTUNCEMUTU3M He 6biN y3HaBaeMbIM KOMMOHEHTOM SIeBOPaAMNKabHOIO MOANTNYECKOrO CUHAPOMA,
OH TaK XOPOLLO MOAXOAWA Ha POk 03Havatowero. O4eBMAHO, UTO leBast KPUTUKa M3panns He 6bina
- V1 He ABNIAeTCA ~UAEHTUYHBINC aHTUCEMUTU3MOM. HO B TO XK€ Bpems 3TO CTaBUT Hac nepey
byHAAMEHTaNEHOW ANNEMMON: ABAARTCA NN... KaXAbINKpUTHKa, HarnpaBaeHHas NpoTUB eBpees NAn
N3pannbCKuX eBpees, — 3TO CKPbITOe NPosiBeHMe NyAeincTBa? A ecam 3TO He Bcerja Tak, To Korjaa
3TO MPOUCXOANT — N NPOUNCXOANT N 3TO BOObLLE?

Be3yc/10BHO, aHTMCEMUTLI YacTo OTPULLAIOT, YTO KOro-1Mb60o HeHaBUAAT. BcmoMumHaeTcs nepBsblii
OTKPOBEHHbIVi aHTVCEMUT B MMMEePCKoli FfepMaHnm, MPOTECTaHTCKNIA MPUABOPHBIN CBSALLLEHHNK
Agonbd LLTéKkep, KoTOpbI ewwé B 1879 rogy HacTavBan Ha TOM, UTO «Mbl HUKOTO He HeHaBUAVM...
Mbl TaKXXe He HeHaBUAVM eBPEEB; Mbl YBaXaeM VX Kak HalMxX corpaxzaaH 1 Il06Um X Kak Hapoz
NPOPOKOB 1 anocTo0B, 13 KOTOPOro Bbilwes Hall CnacuTenb». OH BO3paxas TONbKO NPOTUB UX
«ayxa MaMMOHa» 1 NPOTMB UX XeNaHWS «CTaTb Xo3sieBaMu epMaHn».7AHaNOrMYHO, XOTSA MeHprX
doH Tpeiiuke, BeCbMa yBaxaeMbli UICTOPUK U3 BepANHCKOro yHMBepcuTeTa, yBaxan ux peanruio un
pasaensan ux «ApeBHue, CBALLEHHbIE BOCMIOMUHAHNA», OH TOXE 0Ka3asica B 3aTPYAHUTEIbHOM
nonoxeHun. OH NPOCTO BO3paxkan MPOTUB 3TOMN «HeMeLKO-eBPeiCcKoli CMeLLIaHHOM KyNbTypbl»,
KOTOPOWA eBpew, No-BUAVMOMY, XOTe/IM 3aMEHUTb «HaLy ThICAYENETHIOK repMaHCKyHo
LMBUAM3aLMI0».sCyLLLIeCTBYET AaBHAS TPAANLMA aHTUCEMUTM3MA, BOCXoaallas K oTuam Liepksuy,
KOTOpble HacTanBaAn Ha OTCYTCTBUM NPeAB3ATOCTN N0 OTHOLLEHMIO K eBpesM, YTBepXas, YToy
HUNX eCTb ML 060CHOBaHHbIe NpeTeH3un. OHW Nepeyuncnsanv onpaBaaHns Ans KPUTUKN,
npespeHuns 1 faxe HEHaBUCTU K eBPesiM 1 4acTo 3asiBASNIM, YTO UX 3aB60TUT LB UX <yydLLEeHne».

MoAo06HOE OTHOLLIEHWE NMPUMNNCLIBANIOCH TakXe Tak Ha3biBaeMbIM «€BPECKMM HEHaBUCTHUKaM
camux cebsx». Takme ¢purypsbl, kak Mmonogoi BanbTtep PaTeHay B bepnanHe nnn OTTo BariHuHrep, Kapn
Kpayc n 3roH ®pugenn B BeHe, ynoMMHaNNCb NOA 3TUM Ha3BaHMeM B KHUre Teogopa JleccnHra
1930 roga. C Tex Nop 3Ta xapakTepucTrKa Nony4mna LUMPoKoe pacnpocTpaHeHre B My6anNyHbIX

febaTax cpesu eBpees, B TOM Yuc/e B NOAUTUYECKUX criopax B 3panne nocne 1967 roaa.

-Han6onee nosnesHoe KpaTKoe N3N0XEHUEe STUX CTaTUCTUHECKMX AaHHBIX MOXHO HaliTu B paboTax BepHepa BeprmaHa v PaiiHepa Sp6a.
AHTUCEMWTU3M B FepMaHum. MocTHaumMcTckas snoxa ¢ 1945 roga./ToHaoH 1 Hbto-Mopk, 2017, ocoberHo cTp. 1-21.

-fanbHelilwee ob6cyXAeHNe CM. B Moeli cTaTbe Ne 7 B 3TOM TOMe, YKa3aHHOW BbiLLe.

-Cm. Agonbd LLTékep.Das Moderne Judentum B F'epmaHuu, besonders B BepavHe. LiBaii PegeH B der
christlich-socialen Arbeiterpartei,2-e n3a. bepnvH, 1880, 4-20.

-MepeneyataHo BDer Berliner Antisemitismusstreit,pes. Banbtep bénwvx, PpaHkpypT-Ha-MaiiHe, 1965, 10.
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there were reasons enough to object to the inflationary use of the adjective “Anti-
semitic,” and it seemed absurd that anyone who dared criticize the Israeli govern-
ment and its policies in the occupied territories would immediately be branded
as Antisemite.’

Does this also apply in the case of leftwing critique of Israel in present day Ger-
many? After all, such criticism seems to originate from empathy with the sufferings
of the Palestinians and from opposition to what appears as continuing injustice im-
posed upon them by the Israelis. While prior complaints about Jewish greed or im-
moral behavior were based on long-standing prejudices and invented mythologies,
contemporary critique is based on facts, reported by reliable journalists and con-
firmed by international eye-witnesses. At the same time, while the right of the Pal-
estinians to voice their complaints and express their point of view in discussing the
so-called Middle East conflict is surely undeniable, there is something unique in
handling these issues in Germany. Here, even a suspicion of Antisemitism is often
considered unacceptable, and the almost imperceptible sliding from critique to An-
tisemitism has not been unknown in the ongoing debates.

During the entire post-1945 period, it was of paramount importance for the con-
struction of a decent Erinnerungskultur (Memory Culture) first in West-Germany
and later in the united country to exclude Antisemitism from the public sphere,
from all official occasions, from all printed matter and from every spoken word. In
living memory is the scandal caused by the joint visit of Kanzler Kohl and President
Reagan to the military cemetery in Bitburg, where both Wehrmacht soldiers and
Waffen-SS men are buried side by side. A couple of years later, a speech held by the
President of the Bundestag, Philip Jenninger, on the fiftieth anniversary of the
1938 November Pogrom, again caused a public uproar. These incidents already
showed the sensitivity of the public in Germany to manifestations of Antisemitism,
but it was when such manifestations were joined to matters of free speech or the
freedom of artistic expression, that had brought about furious reactions, even ear-
lier. A memorable case took place in Frankfurt am Main, as local Jews objected and,
in fact, stopped the staging of Rainer Werner Fassbinder’s play Der Miill, die Stadt,
und der Tod (Garbage, the City and Death) in the city theater. Further conflicts
erupted in relation with an exhibition, presenting the role of the Wehrmacht in car-
rying out the “Final Solution”, or in relation to various forms of commemoration of
the Holocaust, such as the introduction of Stolpersteine along the streets of various
German towns or the construction of a Memorial for the Murdered Jews in Berlin.

9 See my “Selbstgefalligkeit und Selbsthaf3: Die deutschen Juden zu Beginn des 20. Jahrhunderts,”
in: Geschichte in Wissenschaft und Unterricht, 1986, no.1, 1-13 (Originally in Hebrew in: Zemanim,
IV no. 14 1984, 28-41). A later version can be found in my book, Germans, Jews and Antisemites.
Trials in Emanciation, Cambridge 2006, 33—46.
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Bb110 40CTaTOYHO OCHOBaHWI BO3paxaTb NPOTWUB YPe3MEPHOro UCMOob30BaHWS NpuiarateslbHoro
«@HTUCEMUT», 1 Ka3anocb abCypAHbIM, YTO NHO6Oro, KTO OCMEeNNBaNCa KpUTUKOBaTb U3panabckoe
NPaBUTENBLCTBO U ero NOAUTUKY Ha OKKYNNPOBAHHBIX TEPPUTOPUSX, HEMEANEHHO KNermMunmn bl kak
aHTUCEMUTA.9

MprMeHMO Nn 3TO Takxke K NeBoli KpuTunke Mspannsa B coBpemeHHol FepmaHnmn? B KoHLe
KOHLIOB, TaKas KpUTUKA, KaXKeTCs, UCXOAUT U3 COUYBCTBUS K CTPaAAHNAM NanecTUHLEB 1 13
NPOTMBOAENCTBNA TOMY, YTO NPeACTaBAAETCA NPOAOIXKAlOLLEACs HeCnpaBeAnNBOCTbIO,
HaBA3bIBaeMOl UM U3pannbTaHaMu. B To Bpems kak npexHue xanobbl Ha eBpelickyto XajHoCTb
NV amopasibHOe NoBeJeHVe OCHOBBIBAIMCh Ha AaBHUX NPeapaccyAkax 1 BbIMbILLIEHHbIX Mudax,
CoBpeMeHHast KpUTKKa 6asnpyeTcs Ha $pakTax, CoobLaeMbIX HaZeXHbLIMU XypHanucTamm n
NoATBEPXAAeMbIX MEXAYHaPOAHbIMW o4eBuLamMn. B To e Bpems, XoTa NpaBo NanecTuHLUEB
BbICKa3blBaTb CBOW Xanobbl 1 BbipaXaTb CBOK TOUKY 3pEeHUS NpY 06Cy>KAEHNN TaK Ha3blBaeMOro
61KHEBOCTOYHOrO KOHPANKTA, 6e3yCI0BHO, HEOCMOPNMO, B MOAXOZE K 3TUM BONpocam B
FepMaHnM eCcTb HEUTO YHUKaNbHOE. 3/eCh AaXe NoAo3peHre B aHTUCEMUTU3ME YacTo CUMTaeTCs
HenpuemnembIM, 1 NOYTU He3aMeTHOe Cro/i3aHne OT KPUTKIKL K aHTUCEMUTU3MY He ABIAETCA Yem-
TO HEOObIYHbIM B MPOAO/IXKAOLLMXCA AebaTax.

Ha npotaxeHun Bcero nepuoga nocne 1945 roga CTPOUTENLCTBO AOCTOMHOMO XWUAbS UMeNo
nepBocTeneHHoe 3HaveHue.Erinnerungskultur (KynbTypa namsTi) cHadana B 3anagHoi lepmanHun,
a 3aTeM 1 B 06beANHEHHO CTpaHe CTpeMUaacb NCKIUYNTE aHTUCEMUTU3M U3 06LLLeCTBEHHON
cdepbl, 13 BCex opuLManbHbIX MEPOMNPUATUIA, N3 BCeX MeYaTHbIX MaTepUanos 1 U3 KaXAoro
NPOV3HeCeHHOro C/10Ba. B x1BOV NaMsaTh ocTancs ckaHAasn, Bbi3BaHHbIVi COBMECTHLIM BU3UTOM
KaHunepa Konsa v npesngeHTa PeliraHa Ha BoeHHoe K1aa6bule B butbypre, rae 60k o 60k
NOXOPOHeHbI congatel BepmaxTa 1 BoeHHocnyxalme BadppeH-CC. HeckonbKo NeT crycTa peys,
npounsHeceHHas npesngeHToMm...byHaectarB naTnaecaTyro rogoBLMHY HoS6pbCKoro norpoma 1938
roga ®uavnn VleHHUHrep BHOBb BbI3Ba/ O6LLECTBEHHBIV PE30HAHC. TV UHLMAEHTI yXe
@MOHCTPUPOBANN YyBCTBUTEIbHOCTb HEMELIKOV 06LL,eCTBEHHOCTU K MPOSBEHNAM
aHTNCEMUTM3MA, HO MIMEHHO COYeTaHMe TaknxX NPOSBAEHNUIA C BONpocamMm CBo60o/bl C10Ba NN
CBODO/bI XY0XKECTBEHHOMO BbIPaXEHWS BbI3blBaso APOCTHYIO peakLuuio elle paHblle. OAvH 13
3anoMUHaoLLMXCA Cnyyvaes npovsollen Bo PpaHkdypre-Ha-MaiiHe, Korga MecTHble eBpen
BbICTYNWIV NPOTUB N GaKTUNUeCKN CoOpBaan NOCTaHOBKY Nbeckl PariHepa BepHepa ®accbuHaepa.Der
Mull, die Stadt, und der Tod (B ropoackom TeaTpe pasropenncb HoBble KOHPANKTbI, CBA3aHHbIE C
BbICTABKOW, MPeACTaBAstoLLei posib...BepMaxTnpu ocyLLLeCTBEHUN «OKOHYATEIbHOrO pPeLleHns»
WV B CBA3M C Pa3INYHbIMN GOpMaMu yBeKOBEUYMBAHNSA NaMATY O XONOKOCTe, TakMMU Kak
BBejleHVelllTonbnepLuTariHeHa yanuax pasanyHbiX HeMeLKUX ropoAoB AN NPY CTPOUTENbLCTBE

mMemopuana ybuTelm eBpesm B bepavHe.

-Cm. moto cTaTkto «Selbstgefalligkeit und SelbsthaR: Die deutschen Juden zu Beginn des 20. Jahrhunderts» 8:
Geschichte in Wissenschaft und Unterricht,1986, Ne 1, 1-13 (MepBoHa4anbHO Ha nepuTe:3eMaHum, IV Ne 14 1984, 28—
41). bonee NO3AHIOI0 BEPCUIO MOXHO HaTV B Moeii kHure.Hemupl, eBpen 1 aHTucemuTbl. CyAe6Hble npoLecchl no

Aeny 06 amaHcvnauymn.Kemb6puax, 2006, 33-46.
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In 1998, Martin Walser’s acceptance speech for the Peace Prize of the German Pub-
lishers’ and Booksellers’ Association caused a heated controversy, yet again touching
upon matters of free speech on the one hand and the need to preserve public de-
cency in arguing such issues, on the other hand.

Germany has been trying to come to term with its past throughout these years.
Some of its politicians and many of its public intellectuals were ever more intensely
engaged in preserving a liberal-democratic Offentlichkeit for the modern, powerful,
influential and internationally respected Bundesrepublik. What made similar dis-
putes more bitter during the last decade or two was the ever more urgent need to
allow more “space”, so to speak, for Palestinian and pro-Palestinian voices precisely
within such an Offentlichkeit. At this point in time, it was more rather than less
open critique of Israel that seemed to have indicated Germany’s robust liberalism
and its firm belonging to the international community of democratic states. Occa-
sional interventions of Israeli officials, trying to delegitimize these voices, only
heated the argument, and eventually, various German authorities felt compelled to
intervene. In January 2019 the federal government established the post of an Anti-
semitism-Commissioner and a few months later, the Bundestag decided to define
the BDS movement, calling for a boycott of Israeli goods and a ban on its participa-
tion in international events, Antisemitic. The decision was based on criteria formu-
lated by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), chaired by the
renown Israeli Historian of the Shoah Yehuda Bauer. However, soon other Israeli
intellectuals, together with artists and scholars from the United States and Ger-
many, protested what they saw as illegitimate attacks on free speech and the unfair
use of the accusation of Antisemitism. This, in fact, was a debate about the coded
meaning of anti-Israel critique within the German context. It had little to do with
the Middle East conflict. In Germany, some insisted such critique was an expression
of hidden Antisemitism, while for others it still stood for anti-Colonialism and signi-
fied progressiveness and the support of ‘open society’.

In the end, it was, indeed, the ease with which anti-Israel critique could slide
into Antisemitism that made things so complicated. The controversy over the oral
and written texts of the African philosopher Achille Mbembe is a good example.
In some of his pronouncements, he seemed to have left behind the symbolic func-
tion of the anti-Colonial Israel critique, used by the Left since the 1960s, and al-
lowed himself to introduce hateful language towards Jews of the kind that could
not but be problematic, especially — though surely not only — in Germany. There
were grounds to object to the continuation of his festive speeches and prize-
winning ceremonies. In other cases, too, the danger of sliding from the symbolic
to the concrete in applying anti-Jewish language or anti-Israeli critique, was
equally apparent. And this danger seems always to be there. Some tend to exag-
gerate its significance; some to underestimate it. In any case, the discussion is no



250 = T'epmaHus nocne 1945 roga, unun BosspallieHune KyabTypHOro Koja

B 1998 rogy peyub MapTuHa Banb3epa npu nonyveHnn HemeLKon accoumanmm nsgatenein n
KHUrOTOProBLieB NPeMUN MMPa Bbl3Bana 0XXeCTOUeHHble Copbl, BHOBb 3aTPOHYB, C OAHOM
CTOPOHbI, BONPOChI CBO6OAbI CI0BA, @ C APYrol — HEOBXOAMMOCTb COXPaHEeHUst 06LLeCTBEHHO
Mopanu Npw 06CyXAeHM NOA0BHbIX BOMPOCOB.

lepMaHns Ha NPOTAXEHUN MHOTUX NIeT MbiTanacb OCMbICINTL CBOE npoLuoe. HekoTopele 13 eé
NOANTVNKOB N MHOTVe 06LLLeCTBEHHbIE AeaTenn 6biin BCé 6oee akTMBHO BOB/IeYeHbl B COXPaHeHne
nnbepanbHo-gemokpatunueckoro crpos.Offentlichkeitans coBpeMeHHbIX, BAVATENbHbIX, MOTyLLECTBEHHBIX 1
yBaxaeMbIX Ha MexJyHapoAHOM ypoBHe ntogeid.PefepaTrBHas Pecnybavka.vYTo genano nogo6Hble cnopbl
elle 6o1ee 0XXeCTOUeHHbIMU B MOC/eHNEe OAHO-ABa AecATUAeTUS, Tak 3TO BCce bonee ocTpas
HeobXoAMMOCTb MPeAoCTaBNTh 60/bLUE «MPOCTPAHCTBAaY, Tak CKa3aTb, A1 MAaNeCTUHCKNX U
NponanecTUHCKUX roaocoB NMeHHo B Takmx ycnosusx.Offentlichkeit.B ToT MOMeHT BpemMeHu 370 6b110
6oneeckopee, YeMMeHbLLe OTKpbITas KpUTVKa V3panns, koTopasi, kasanoch, CBUAeTeNbCTBOBaNa O
KecTKOM Nnbepanmsme FepmMaHnmn 1 ee TBePAOI NMPUHAANEXHOCTU K MeXAYHapOAHOMY COObLLLeCTBY
AeMOKpaTU4ecknx rocyjapcre. I'Iepmop,mqecme BMeLlaTenbCTea N3panibCkUX YITHOBHIWKOB, MblTaBLUMNXCA
AVNCKPeANTMPOBATL 3TW roa10ca, TOLKO Pas3Xuranu cnop, 1 B KOHLLE KOHLIOB Pa3/InyHble HeMeLK/e BAacTu
6b11M BbIHYX/AeHbl BMeLlaTbes. B aHBape 2019 roga degepanbHoe NpaBUTENLCTBO YUPeANIO JOMKHOCTD
YMNONHOMOYEHHOr0 Mo 6opbbe ¢ aHTUCEMUTM3MOM, a HeCKO/IbKO MecsLeB cnycTs...byHaecTarbbiio pelleHo
onpeaennTb AsukeHre BDS, npusbiBatoLLiee kK 6OMKOTY M3pauibCKX TOBAPOB U 3anpeTy Ha yyactue
M3panns B MeXAyHapoAHbIX MEPOMNPUATUSX, Kak aHTUCeMUTCKoe. PellieHre 6bi10 0CHOBAaHO Ha KpUTepusix,
pa3paboTaHHbIx MexayHapoAHbIM anbsHCOM NamaTy o Xonokocte (IHRA), BO3rnaBnasieMbiM N3BECTHbLIM
V3panibCKM NCTopUkom XonokocTa Meryaoii bayspom. OaHako BCKOpe Apyrie n3panibckmne
VIHTeNeKTyanbl, a TakKe XyA0XHUKM 1 yyeHble 13 CLLA 1 FepMaHun, BbIpasuav NpoTecT NpoTuB 3TOro
peLLeHns.ToTOHU paccMaTpUBaaM 3TO Kak He3aKOHHble HanaAku Ha CBO6OAy C/l0Ba U Hecrpasej/MBoe
1CNOJIb30BaHMe 06BUHEHMS B aHTMCEMUTM3ME. Ha camoM Aaene, 310 6bina ANCKYyCCnA O 3aByalMpOBaHHOM
3HaYeHUN aHTUN3PaVIbLCKOV KPUTKKM B HEMeLIKOM KoHTeKkcTe. OHa 1Mena Mano obLero ¢
6MKHEBOCTOUHBIM KOHGAMKTOM. B FepMaHnn 0fHN HacTanBanm Ha TOM, UTO Takas KpUTUKa SiBASeTCS
BbIPaXXeHNeM CKPbITOro aHTUCEMUTN3MA, B TO BPEMS KaK A5 APYrX OHa No-npexHeMmy o3Havana
aHTVKONIOHNANN3M 1 CUMBOJ/IM3POBaa NPOrpPeccMBHOCTL 1 MOAAEPXKKY «OTKPbITOro 06LLecTBax».

B KOHEYHOM UTOre, MMEeHHO N1erkoCTb, C KOTOPO aHTUM3panbCKas KPUTKKa Moraa nepepactu
B aHTNCEMUTU3M, U OCTIOXKHMNA CUTyaLuto. XOPOLLVIM NPUMEPOM SABIAETCSA NOAeMMKa BOKPYT
YCTHBIX Y MNCbMEHHbIX TEKCTOB adpukaHckoro ¢punocodpa Axmnne Mbembe. B HEKOTOPbIX CBOMX
BbICKa3blBaHWAX OH, Ka3anoCb, OCTaBW/ MO3aAW...CAMBOINYECKUIIOH 1Cnonb3oBan
AHTUKONOHMANbHYI KPUTUKY V3panns, nprMmeHsiemyto neBbiMy € 1960-X roAoB, 1 No3sonna cebe
BBOAMWTL B CBOW ajjpec HeHaBUCTHUYeCK/e BblCKa3blBAHWS, KOTOPbIE HE MOr/N He bbITb
npo6neMaTnYHbIMU, 0COBEHHO — XOTS, KOHEUHO, He TONBLKO - B [epMaHuK. bbliv 0CHOBaHMSA
BO3paxaTb NPOTUB NPOAO/IKEHNS €ro TOPXKECTBEHHbIX peyeli 1 LlepeMOoHWIi HarpaxaeHus. B
APYrvX cnyyasix Takke 6bl1a o4eBUAHa ONacHOCTb Nepexosa oT CUMBOJIMYECKOrO K KOHKPETHOMY
npuv NpYIMeHeHNV aHTUEBPENCKON PUTOPUKN NN aHTUN3PaNAbCKO KPUTUKK. W 3Ta onacHoCTb,
KaXeTcsl, BCcerja cyLecTsyeT. HekoTopble CK/IOHHbI MpeyBennymBaTh eé 3HaueHue; gpyrme -

HejooueHnBaThb. B nobom cnyyvae, JNCKYCCUA He ABNAeTCA
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longer limited to supporters or opponents of the Left. It is now carried out by the
mainstream, specifically among historians.

Two interesting sidelines recently accompanied this discussion. First was a
renewed interest in defining Antisemitism. After all, much has happened since
the term had been invented and became widespread in Germany of the late
1870’s, almost 150 years ago. During that time, it has been used extensively in
both scholarly and public discourse, while defining it remained difficult through-
out. The American historian David Engel suggested dropping it altogether, but his
passionate plea for that radical solution received only limited support from col-
leagues, experts in the field."” Perhaps this concept’s intuitive and easily under-
stood sense, as well as its continuous application by contemporaries, contribute
to its staying power. At any rate it seems, to me at least, that a revolution in our
terminology is unlikely to occur and in any case would not be of much use. We
would still have to decide each case on its own, and even then we might often
remain undecided.

Secondly and more interestingly, historians renewed the controversy con-
cerning the relationships between Antisemitism and Racism and it then also
leaked into the daily press, in and out of Germany. The discussion now includes
reviewing the presumed uniqueness of Antisemitism in comparison with other
cases of genocide, primarily in the colonial world, bringing into the open the sub-
text of competition among victims on a worldwide scale."* On both counts the de-
bate has taken a rather ahistorical turn. Clearly, Antisemitism has a separate and
unique history. This remains true even in times of increased awareness of other
cruelties, mainly those typical of Colonialism and apparent in the various expres-
sions of Racism in contemporary society. In fact, both Antisemitism and Racism
ought to be studied with a view to their unique history and since both are morally
reprehensible, they must be equally fought against and resisted.

Now, while historians are arguing these issues, Germany as a whole is still
repeatedly disturbed by expressions of Antisemitism as well as Racism, especially
on its political Right. Resentment of the Bundesrepublik, still alive in the eastern
parts of the united country and felt even among Germans who never experienced
life in the DDR, is joined to the not-yet-extinguished xenophobia everywhere else
in the country. In times of increased immigration and the constant confrontation
at home with foreign cultures and customs, the Right seems to flourish as never

10 See, unfortunately only in Hebrew, the extensive discussion of Engel’s suggestion in the col-
lection of essays: Antisemitism. Historical Concept, Public Discourse, eds. Scott Ury and Guy
Miron, appearing as vol. LXXXV, 1-4, of the quarterly Zion, Jerusalem 2020.

11 For all major contributors, see Historiker streiten: Gewalt und Holocaust — die Debatte, eds.
Susan Neimann and Michael Wildt, Berlin 2022.
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370 6onblUe He OrpaHn4ynBaeTcs CTOPOHHMKaMUN UK NPOTUBHUKAMW NiEeBbIX. Tenepb STUM 3aHNMaKTCA
npeacTaBuTe/I OCHOBHOIO Hanpas/ieHUsi, B YaCTHOCTU, NCTOPUKW.

HepaBHO 3Ta AnCKyccus nepepocna B fiBa MHTEPECHbIX 3Mr304a.MepBbIiB0306HOBUCS
MHTepec KonpeaeneHNneAHTUCEMUTU3M. B KOHLie KOHLLOB, MHOrOe M3MEHWIO0Ch C TeX Mop, KakK 3ToT
TEPMUH BbIN MPUAYMaH 1 MONYYMA LLIMPOKOE pacrnpocTpaHeHvie B FfepMaHnm B KoHLe 1870-X rogos,
noyti 150 neT Hasaz. 3a 3T0 BPeMs OH LUMPOKO MCMO/b30BaICs Kak B HAY4YHbIX, Tak U B My6ANYHBIX
AVICKYCCUSIX, B TO BPEMS KaK AaTb eMy orpejeneHre 0CTaBasoCh CI0XHOW 3agadent. AMepuKaHCKui
NCTopuK /1381 DHreNb NpesoXmna BoobLe 0Tka3aTbCA OT HEro, HO ero CTPacTHbIV MPU3bIB K 3TOMY
pajAViKanbHOMY peLleHMIo MOYUU AL OrPaHNYEHHYH0 NOAAEPXKKY CO CTOPOHbI KONINer,
3KCMepTOB B 3TO 061aCTN.10BO3MOXHO, UHTYUTUBHO MOHSATHBIV 1 1ErKO BOCMPUHUMAaEMbIVi CMbICA
3TOV KOHLeNUMK, a Takxe ee HerpepbIBHOE NPYIMeHeHVe COBpeMeHHNKaMM, CocobCTBYIOT ee
YCTOUMBOCTW. BO BCAAKOM C/lyyae, MHe KaXKeTcsl, YTO PeBONOLMSA B HaLLIe TEPMUHONOTNN
ManoBeposiTHa 1 B I06OM C/lydae He nNpuHeceT 60/1bLUOM Nob3bl. HaM BCe paBHO npuaeTcst
peLlaTh KaXAbl cyyali caMoCTOATeNbHO, U AaXke TorAa Mbl HacTO MOXEM OCTaBaTbCs B
HepeLunTeNbHOCTA.

Bo-BTOPLIXYTO eLle 6onee NHTEPECHO, NCTOPUKIM BO306HOBU/IV MONEMMKY O B3aIMOCBSA3N
aHTCEMUTU3MA U Pacn3Ma, 1 OHa 3aTeM NPOCOYMNACh B eXeJHEBHYI Npeccy Kak BHyTpuU
lFepMaHun, Tak 1 3a ee npeaenbl. Ternepb ANCKYCCUA BKIOYAET B cebst nepecmMoTp npegrnonaraemMbix
YHUKanbHOCTbCpaBHEHME aHTUCEMUTIN3MA C APYTUMI CTyYasiMy reHoLmAa, Npexae BCero B
KONOHWaNbHOM MUPE, BbISIBASET CKPbITbIV CMbIC/T KOHKYPEHLMN MeXAY XepTBamMu B MUPOBOM
MacwTa6be.11Mo 060UM MyHKTaM AUNCKYCCUA MPUHSANA JOBOSIbHO BHEMCTOPUYECKNIA 060POT.
O4yeBMAHO, YTO aHTUCEMUTU3M UMEET OTAENIbHYIO U YHUKAIbHYH CTOPUIO. DTO OCTaeTCst BEPHbIM
JaXKe BO BpemMeHa NoBbILLEHHOr0 BHUMaHWA K APYrM BUAaM XeCTOKOCTY, FaBHbIM 06pa3omM
TUMUYHBIM ANSE KONOHWAAN3Ma W MPOSIBAAIOLLMMCA B pasnNYHbIX GopMax pac3ma B COBPEMEHHOM
obLecTBe. PaKkTNYECKN, KaK aHTUCEMUTN3M, TaK 1 pacu3m ciegyeT nsydaTb C y4eTOM X
YHVKaNbHOW NCTOPUN, 1 MOCKONbKY 06a ABNEHNS MOPa/IbHO NPeAoCyANTENbHbI, C HUMU
Heo6x0A1MM0 60POTLCA N M HEOBXOANMO NPOTUBOCTOATL B PABHOW CTEMeHN.

Ceityac, Koraa NCTOpVIKK COPAT NO 3TMM Bonpocam, FfepMaHuns B LieJIOM Mo-MpexHemy
HEOAHOKPAaTHO CTaNKMBaeTCs C NPOABAEHNAMN aHTUCEMUTM3MA U pacr3ma, 0CObeHHO cpean
npasbIX NoANTUYecknx cun. HerogosaHue no nosogydesepatmeHas Pecrybnvka,Bcé ewé xumBas B
BOCTOUHbIX YacTax 06beAVHEHHOW CTPaHbI 1 OLLlyLllaemMas Aaxe Cpejn HeMLEB, HUKOTa He
6bIBLUMX XMTenamu [P, oHa cBsizaHa C eLé He yraclueli kceHodoburer Bo BCex OCTaNbHbIX YacTsX
CTpaHbl. B ycnoBusx Bo3pocLueil UMMUrpaLmmn 1 NOCTOSAHHOMO NPOTVUBOCTOAHMSA Ha POANHE C

NHOCTPaHHbIMUW Ky/ibTypamMun 1 o6blyasmu, npaBble, KaXXeTcs, MPoLBeTatoT Kak HMUKOra npexae.

--K coxxaneHuto, nogpobHoe 06cyxaeHVe NpeAnoXeHNs JHrenst B C6OpHMKe 3cce JOCTYMHO TONIbKO Ha nBpuUTe:
AHTUCEMUTU3M. VicToprYeckas KoHLenums, ny6anyHblli guckypc.fog pegakumveri Ckotta Ypu 1 Fas MupoHa,
ony6nmkoBaHo B Tome LXXXV, cTp. 1-4, exxekBapTasibHOro nsgaxHus.CvoH,Mepycanum 2020.

--Cnmncok Bcex 0CHOBHBbIX y4acTHMKOB cM.Historiker streiten: Gewalt und Holocaust - die Debatte,Mog peaakunein

Cblo3aH HelimaHH 1 Muxasns Bunbarta, bepauH, 2022.
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before. Germany has indeed become home to hundreds of thousands of refugees
from Syria and Afghanistan, many of whom were long subjected not only to anti-
Israeli but also to outright Antisemitic propaganda. Nevertheless, their presence
in Germany has had only marginal effect on issues related to the intellectual dis-
cussion of Antisemitism, though it sometimes leaves its mark on the atmosphere
in schools and on the streets of Germany’s large urban centers.

In present-day Germany, both on the Left and on the Right, Antisemitism con-
tinues to stand for more than Jew-hating. It is still a clear code, perhaps indeed a
cultural code, for negative attitudes towards democracy, equality, and human
rights in general. Its strength or weakness serve as a measure for the ability of
German society to judge reality without prejudice and without delusion. Even
though the Right has been lately strengthened in some European countries even
more conspicuously, Germany — after all — is expected to be far more watchful in
this respect. Memory of its past sets higher standards for this country. Thus, ter-
ror attacks against Jews, such as the Halle synagogue shooting on Yom Kipur,
October 2019, deeply unsettle both Jews and non-Jews. Though there are always
voices that attempt to minimize the danger, I consider it too early to feel confident.

But this is primarily a history book. The studies and essays collected in it are
meant to illuminate the past. However, like every historian, I may be allowed to
hope that they will also be of some value in correctly evaluating the present.
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PaHblue l'epmMaHus AeACTBUTENLHO CTana JOMOM AJ/151 COTEH ThicAY 6exeHueB 13 Cupumn n
AdraHunctaHa, MHOTVe 13 KOTOPbIX A0/r0e BPeMs MoABepraancb He TObKO
AHTUN3PAUNBCKOM, HO N OTKPOBEHHO aHTUCEMUTCKON NponaraHje. TeM He MeHee, nx
NpUCyTCTBME B FepMaHn/ 0Ka3ano NVillb He3HaUYUTeIbHOEe BIVSIHME Ha BOMPOCHI, CBA3aHHbIe
C IHTeNNeKTyanbHbIM 0B6CYyXXAEeHEeM aHTUCEMUTN3MA, XOTS MHOTa OHO OCTaB/SIeT CBOW Cej
B aTMOCdepe LIKOA 1 Ha yarLax KpYrnHbIX HEMELKMX rOPpOA0B.

B coBpeMeHHoO FepMaHuUu, Kak cCpeamn NeBblX, Tak U Cpean NpaBblX, aHTUCEMUTU3M MO-NPexXHeMy
03HauaeT HeYyTo 6oNbLUee, YeM NPOCTO HEHABUCTb K eBpesiM. ITO BCE eLLé YETKMIA Koj, BO3MOXHO, Aaxe
HeuTo 6osbLUee. KYNbTYPHbIA KOZ,3a HeraTMBHOe OTHOLLEHME K AeMOKPaTUW, paBeHCTBY 1 MpaBam
yenoseka B LienoM. Cuia nam cnabocTb NpaBbiX CUA CAYXUT MEPUIOM CMOCOBHOCT HEMeLIKOro o6LLecTBa
CYyAVTb O peanbHOCTN 6e3 NpeAB3ATOCTN 1 3a61yXAEHWNA. XOTA B HEKOTOPbIX eBPOMNencKnx cTpaHax B
nocnejHee BpeMsi Npasble CUAbI eLlle 6oNee 3aMeTHO YKPenuanch, oT FfepMaHnK, B KOHLLE KOHLLOB,
oXurAaeTcs ropaszgo 60bLuas 641TeNbHOCTb B 3TOM OTHOLLEHUN. aMsATb O NPOLLIOM ycTaHaBAVBaeT ANs
3TOVi CTpaHbl 60/1ee BbICOKME CTaHAapTbl. Taknm 06pa3om, TeppopucTUYEeCcKne akTbl MPOTUB eBpeeB, Takme
Kak cTpenb6a B cuHarore Xanne s Mlom Kunyp B okTa6pe 2019 roga, rny6oko TpeBoxaT kak eBpees, Tak
HeeBpeeB. X0OTs Bcerja ecTb ronoca, NbiTaloLmecs NpeyMeHbLUNTL ONacHOCTb, i CYMTalo, YTo eLle
C/IMLLKOM PaHo ANs yBePeHHOCTU.

Ho 3710 npexae Bcero ncropmyeckas KHura. C06paHHbIe B Hel nccnegoBaHA m
3CCe Npr3BaHbl OCBETUTL MpoLUoe. OAHaKO, KaK 1 no6on NCTOPUK, A MOTY HaAeATbCA,
YTO OHW TakXe OKaXyTcCA nosiesHbIMn AN1A I'IpaBVII'IbHOI7I OLIeHKW HacTogdALLlero.
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