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With his permission, I am publishing on my blog a Facebook post by Dr Steven Beller,
an independent scholar based in Washington DC, which presents an alternative
analysis of the anti-Jewish hostility currently being experienced in Europe as a result
of Israel’s offensive against Gaza. Dr Beller was a visiting scholar at George
Washington University and a Research Fellow at Peterhouse College Cambridge. He is
the author of major books on Austrian and Jewish history and also an expert on the
history of antisemitism. He authored Antisemitism: A Very Short Introduction for
Oxford University Press (2007). The post was written in response to a New York
Times article, which appeared on 2 August, entitled ‘Antisemitism rises in Europe
amid Israel-Gaza conflict’. All antisemitism is unacceptable, but Dr Beller questions
whether it’s the right term for the hostility in Europe to Israel and Jews. It’s important
to hear this view because at times like this, various commentators fail to understand
the context in which this hostility appears and are therefore liable to spread hysteria
and paranoia. Particularly unfortunate is the fact that we are seeing the recycling of
an article written by Howard Jacobson in February 2009 about responses to Operation
Cast Lead in Gaza, a piece that generates far more heat than light. Comments on Dr
Beller’s post are welcome.

[ am not sure ‘antisemitism’ is the right term any more for the hostility in Europe to
Israel and the Jewish communities in Europe, which, on the evidence of this article,
appears now to be mainly coming from young Muslim immigrants in Europe. If the
leadership of those Jewish communities adopt an approach of complete solidarity
with the aggressive foreign policy of Israel, as a sovereign state separate from the
countries in which those Jewish communities live, then this is an externalized
relationship of conflict, unlike the historically internalized relationship of conflict.

When political antisemitism was at its height, from ¢.1870 to 1945, there was no
sovereign Jewish state to hate. All hostility to Jews was internal or against a spectral
‘Jewish conspiracy’ whether of the ‘Judaeo-Bolsheviks’ or the ‘Elders of Zion’.
Zionism, ironically, was supposed to solve this hostility by making Jews whole
human-beings in their own state. Now we have that state, Israel, which Zionists
wish us to think of as the ‘Jewish state’, the political expression of the Jewish
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AHTMeBpelickas BpaXaebHOCTb, CNPOBOLMPOBaHHas HacTynaeHnem Ha asy:

NOAXOAUT N A4St 3TOr0 C/IOBO «aHTUCEMUTUIM»?
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C ero pa3speLueHus s ry6/nKyro B cBoeM bs10re rnoct B Facebook gokTopa CTtvBeHa besiepa, He3aBucyMoro
ucce[qoBartesisi U3 BaluvHIrtoHa, B KOTOPOM rPeLCTaB/1eH a/1bTePHATUBHBIVI AHA/IN3 AHTUEBPEVICKOV BPaX[4e6HOCTY,
Hab/irogaemori B HacTosilee BpeMs B EBporie B pe3y/ibTate u3paunsibCKoro HactyraeHus Ha asy. Joktop besiep
6b1/1 MPUIALLEHHBIM HA3YYHbLIM COTPY,AHUKOM B YHUBEPCUTETE [DKOPAXKE BaLLMHITOHA U HAYYHBIM COTPYAHUKOM B
lMutepxayc-konnesxe Kembpugxa. OH ABASIETCH ABTOPOM KPYIHbIX KHUI 10 ABCTPUVICKOV v €BPeriCKovi UCTOpUM, a
TaKXxe 3KCrepToM 10 NCTOPUN AHTUCEMUTUIMA. OH ABJIETCH aBTOPOM...AHTUCEMUTN3M: OYeHb KpaTKoe BBeJeHVe
419 nzgarenscrsa Oxford University Press (2007). 3TOT 1oCT 6bi/1 HAnMcaH B 0TBeT Ha...Hbro-Mopk TaiMccrarss
Crarbs, ornyb/mKoBaHHasi 2 aBrycra o4 3aro/1oBKOM «AHTUCEMUTUIM B EBporie Ha OHEe KOHPINKTA MEXAY
U3pannem v [a304i», NOCBALLEHA rpobsieMe aHTUCEMUTU3IMA. JTIo60L aHTUCEMUTUIM HErNpUemMaeM, Ho JOKTOP
bennep comHeBaeTcs, MOAXOAUNT /vt STOT TEPMUH 4/151 0603HAYEHWS BPAX[E6HOCTU B EBPOIIe 110 OTHOLLEHUHO K
U3pansito v eBpesam. BaxxHO yC/biLLaTe 3Ty TOYKY 3PEHWS, TOCKO/IbKY B 10406HbI€ MOMEHTbI MHOMNE KOMMEHTAaTopPb!
He MOHVMAaroT KOHTEKCT, B KOTOPOM [POSIB/IAETCSA 3Ta BPAXKAEOHOCTL, Y T03TOMY CK/IOHHBLI PACTIPOCTPAHATE UCTEPUIIO
v napaHoviro. OCO6eHHO MPUCKOPOHO TO, YTO Mbl HABJIHO4aEM TOBTOPHOE UC10/1b30BaHNE CTaTby [0Bap4a
ZDKkevikobcoHa, HarmcaHHov B gespasie 2009 ro4a, o peakymv Ha oriepauymnto «/Intovi cBuHel» B [ase, — cTatby,
KOTOPAasi MopoXgaet ropasfo 60o/bLue criopos, Yem o/b3bl. KoOMMeHTapuu K rybavkaymv 4oktopa bennepa

TIPUBETCTBYIOTCA.

1 He yBepEeH, YTO TEPMUH «aHTUCEMUTN3M» 6O/bLLIE NOAXOAUT A/1st ONMUCAHNSA BPaXAebHOCTr B
EBpone Kk N3pannio 1 eBpenckm obLLMHaM, KOTopas, CyAs No 3TON cTaTbe, cei4ac B OCHOBHOM
NCXOAUT OT MOJIOAbIX MYCY/IbMaHCKUX UMMUTPaHTOB B EBpone. ECv pyKoBOACTBO 3TUX
eBpencKMX OBLLVH NpUAepX1BaeTcs NoAXo4a NONHOW CONVUAAPHOCTY C arpecCcBHO BHELLHEN
NONUTNKOW M3pannsa Kak CyBepeHHOro rocyapcTea, OTAe/bHOro OT CTPaH, B KOTOPbIX
NPOXWMBAIOT 3TV eBpenckme o6LLVHbI, TO 3TO byaeT BHellHee KOHPIVKTHOe B3anMoencTeue, B

oTanyme oT NCTopnYeCck CNoOXKMBLUEToCA BHYTPEHHETO KOHq)}'IVIKTHOFO B3aVIMO,£I,EI7ICTBVIFI.

B nepuog pacLBeTta NOAUTAYECKOrO aHTUCEMUTIM3MA, NMPUMepHO ¢ 1870 no 1945 rog, He CyLLLeCTBOBANO CyBEPEHHOI0 EBPECKOro
rocyZapcTBa, KOTOPOe MOXHO 6b1/10 6bl HEHABUAETb. BCsi BpaX4e6HOCTb K eBPesiM HOCKIa BHYTPEHHWIA XxapakTep unm 6bina
Hampas/iieHa MPOTUB HEKOEro NPU3PaUHOro «eBPEeNCcKoro 3arosopax, 6yAb TO CO CTOPOHbI «1Yy/A4e0-60/bLIEBUKOB» U «CTapeiLLnH
CroHax. IpoHNA 3aK/1to4aeTcst B TOM, UTO CMOHN3M A0JIXKEH Gbl Pa3peLunTs 3Ty BpaXae6HOCTb, CieN1aB eBPeeB NoHOLEHHbLIMY
NOAbMY B CO6CTBEHHOM rocyapcTee. Ternepb y Hac eCTb 3TO roCyAapcTBo, M3paunsib, KOTOPOE CUOHUCTbI XOTSAT, UTO6bI Mbl CHUTANM

«EBpEIZCKI/IM rocyAapcrBomM», MNOJINTUYECKM BblpaXXeHnem EBPEMCTBa.
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nation’s/people’s right to self-determination (so a complete identification in Zionism
between the state of Israel and the Jewish people).

When some critics of Israel conflate their target of hostility with the Jewish
communities in the various countries, they are only doing what Israel and its Zionist
supporters have said they should do -saying that you are in complete solidarity with
Israel means that you share responsibility for Israel’s moral decisions and actions.
So blaming Jews along with Israel for what Israel is doing is just like blaming
American people abroad for what Americans are doing. (Israel does not see
Jewishness as a religious category, but as a national one.) This might be a little
unfair, but it is not racist, and has a certain logic to it (if you accept the idea of
national collective responsibility, which most of us do, at some level.) I cannot see
how that, per se, can be classified as ‘antisemitism’ (as it is in this myopic article),
which has much worse, racist, paranoid and irrationalist, connotations, and the
whole moral burden of the Holocaust.

Calling this hostility to current Israeli policies (which in any other context would be
viewed as extreme nationalism), and towards the Jewish communities who are
usually explicitly, and almost always implicitly, supporting these policies,
‘antisemitism’, or even the relatively recent ‘new antisemitism’ appears to me a
deliberate attempt by Israel and its supporters to obfuscate the actual political and
moral situation, and to smear Israel’s opponents with the guilt of the Holocaust. Let
us call these protests ‘anti-Israeli’, ‘anti-Zionist’, or even, at a stretch, ‘anti-Jewish’,
but I do not think they have the same causation as historic antisemitism, and it is
misleading to continue dragging this term in here.

Even when historical antisemitic tropes are used by Arab and Muslim opponents of
Israel and the supporters of its policies, the core reason for them doing this (to
bolster their arguments) appears to me to be Israel and its anti-Arab, anti-
Palestinian, policies. If there is a rise in anti-Jewish hostility, and anti-Jewish attacks,
in modern-day Europe, the main provoker of this hostility is what Israel does, either
in expanding settlements, bombarding Palestinian civilians, or making deliberately
excessive demands on a relatively moderate Fatah Palestinian leadership in peace
talks. The existence of Hamas, and its defiance in letting missiles be lobbed into
Israel is a tragic development (brought about partly by Israeli attempts to
undermine Fatah), but the answer is not more violence that jeopardizes the position
of Jews all over the world, but rather a genuine attempt to make sustainable peace.
If Israel continues its attitude of defiance of international legal norms and of the
wishes of the international community as regards settlements, then this is almost



MpaBo Hauwnn/Hapoja Ha camoonpeseneHve (cnegoBatefibHoO, B CMOHM3MeE NMPOUCXOANT NOJIHOEe

OTOXZECTB/IeHNEe rocyfapcTBa M3pannb 1 eBpelickoro HapoZaa).

Korga HekoTopble KpUTUKK N3pannsa cMeLLnBatoT 06beKT CBOe BPpaXxAebHOCTV C eBpencKMMm ObLLMHaMK B
Pas3NNYHbIX CTPaHaX, OHW INLLb AeNatoT TO, YTO, MO MHEHWIO VI3pannsa 1 ero CUOHUCTCKUX CTOPOHHMKOB, OHU
AO/DKHBI leNaTh: 3asBSA 0 NOJIHOW CONMNAAPHOCTY € M3panniieM, OHU pa3fenstoT OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3@ MOpaJibHble
peLleHns n fercTems Vispanns. NosTomMy 06BUHATE eBpeeB Hapsay ¢ Vi3pannem B ToMm, UTo genaet Mispansib, — 3T0
BCE PABHO YTO OO6BUHATL aMepuKaHLEeB 3a py6exKoM B TOM, UTO AenaroT ameprkaHLbl. (M3pannb paccmaTpusaeT
eBpPeViCTBO He KaK PeINrMO3HYH0 KaTeroputo, a Kak...)HalMoHa/ibHbIKBO-NepBbIX, 3TO MOXET NoKa3aTbC HEMHOroO
Hecnpase/IiBbIM, HO 3TO He Pacu3Mm, 1 B 3TOM eCTb OornpejesieHHas 1ornka (ecav Bbl MpUHMMaeTe NAEH
HaLMOHAaNbHOW KONNEeKTMBHOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTU, YTO 6OBLUMHCTBO U3 HAC B TOW UAW NHOW CTeneHn NpuHUMaeT). f
He NMOHKMato, KaK 3TO caMo Mo cebe MOXHO KlaccnPnLMpoBaTh Kak «aHTUCEMUTU3M» (KaK 3TO CAeNaHo B 3TON
61130pYKOI CTaTbe), KOTOPbLIA MMeeT ropa3fo 6osee cepbe3Hble, pacuUCTCKUe, NapaHouAanbHbIe U

MppaunoHanancTnyeckme KOHHoOTaumm, a Takxke BCKo MOPaJibHYH Harpysky, CBA3aHHYH C X0JIOKOCTOM.

Ha3blBaTb 3Ty BPaXAebHOCTb K HbIHELLHel N3panibCKor NoAnTnKe (KoTopas B I060M ApYroM KOHTeKCTe
paccmaTtpuBanack 6bl Kak KpaiHW HauVMoHaAN3M) 1 K eBperickMM 06LLMHaM, KOTOpble 06bIYHO AIBHO, a MOYTH
BCersa HesiBHO, MOAAEPXMBAIOT 3Ty MOANTUKY, KaHTUCEMUTU3MOM» UAN JaXe OTHOCUTENIbHO HeAaBHUM
«HOBbIM aHTUCEMUTN3MOM» NPEACTaBNAETCA MHe NpejHaMepeHHOR NoNbITKOM M3panns 1 ero CTOPOHHMKOB
3aTylweBaTb peanbHYH MNONUTUYECKYH N MOPaNbHYH CUTYaLIMIO N OYePHUTb MPOTUBHUKOB V3paunns,
BO3/10XKMB Ha HMX BUHY 3a X0/1I0KOCT. [laBaliTe Ha30BeM 3TN MPOTECTbl «KAHTUU3PAUNBCKUMMI,
«AHTUCUOHUCTCKUMU» UM AaXe, B KPaHEM C/lyYae, «aHTUEBPENCKUMM», HO S HE AyMato, UTO OHU UMEIOT Ty
Xe NPUYNHHO-CNeACTBEHHYIO CBSA3b, YTO N UCTOPUYECKNI aHTUCEMUTU3M, U NPOAO/IXKATb UCMONb30BaTb 3TOT

TEePMUH 34eCb HEKOPPEKTHO.

Jlaxe korga apabckme n MycynibMaHckue NpoTUBHUKN M3pannis 1 CTOPOHHUKM ero NOANTUKU UCMOJb3YIOT
ncTopuyeckme aHTUCEMUTCKME CTEPEOTUMbI, OCHOBHOW MPUYMHOI 3TOrO (418 NOAKPEenIeHns CBOUX
aprymMeHTOB), Kak MHe KaxeTcs, ABnseTca V3panib 1 ero aHTrnapabckas, aHTunanecTMHeKas nonTunka.
Ecnn B coBpemeHHoV EBpone HabioAaeTcst poCT aHTUEBPENCKOM BPaXAe6HOCTUN N aHTUEBPEMNCKUX
HanazeHWI, TO rNaBHbIM NPOBOKAaTOPOM 3TOM BpaXAebHOCTN ABNSIOTCA AeNCTBUS VI3panns: paclumpeHmne
noceneHnri, 6omMbapAMpPoOBKM MaNecTUHCKOro rpaXkJaHCKoro HaceneHus Uan npeiHamMmepeHHo
ype3mepHble TPeboBaHMA K OTHOCUTENIbHO YMepPeHHOMY ManecTUHCKOMY pykoBoACTBY PATX Ha MUPHbIX
neperosopax. CywecrtsoBaHre XAMAC 1 ero otkas pa3peLunTb 3anyck pakeT no 3paunnto — Tparnyeckoe
COb6bITME (0THACTM BbI3BaHHOE nonbiTkamu Vi3panna nogopsate PATX), HO OTBETOM ABNSETCHA He
AaNbHelLlee HacuIne, CTassLLee Noj yrpo3y noJsioxkeHne eBpees BO BCEM MUPE, a MOA/IMHHAA NOoMnbITKa
YCTaHOBUTb YCTONYMBLIVI MUP. Ecnn M3pansib NpoAo/IXUT UTHOPMPOBaTb MeXAYHapoAHO-MPaBoBbie
HOPMbI 1 NOXeNaHUa MeXAyHapoAHOro CoobLLeCcTBa B OTHOLLEHMW NOCeNeHNIA, TO 3TO NpakTUYecKn

PaBHOCMIBHO €ro YHN4YTOXEHWIO.



inviting a real resurgence of a form of historical antisemitism, together with,
ironically, a xenophobia exacerbated by Islamophobia.

By the way, is it not ironic that one of the ‘experts’ avers that ‘violence always starts
in the mind’. So where, one might ask, did the violence being visited on civilians in
Gaza come from? Could it be Jewish nationalist (Zionist) prejudice and hatred
against Palestinians? For simply refusing to go away?

Steven Beller



I'IpI/IF}'IaLIJeHI/IeHaCTOHU.{MﬁBO3pO)K[],eHI/Ie 0AHOI7I n3 (I)OpM NCTOpMNYeCKOro aHTNCeMnNTU3Ma,

CONpOBOXAaeMoe, N0 MPOHUN cyabbbl, KceHodobKel, ycyrybnsemoin ncnamopobuein.

KcTaTn, He MPOHNYHO NN, UTO OANH N3 «3KCMEePTOB» YTBEPXKAAET, YTO «HacuANe BCerja HauMHaeTcs B
yMe»? Tak 0TKyZa Xe, MOXHO CMpOCUTb, B310Cb HacUIve, 06pyLUMBatOLLLEeCs Ha MUPHbIX XuTenei asbl?
Mo>eT 6bITb, 3TO eBpelickne HaLMoHaNnCcTnYeckmne (CMoOHNCTCKME) Npeapaccyikn N HEHaBUCTb K

nanecTuHuam? MpocTo 3a TO, YTO OHM OTKA3bIBAKOTCA YUTU?

CtuBeH bennep



