In leaked audio, ex-Israeli military intel chief justifies
killing tens of thousands in Gaza -they need a Nakba once
in a while’ — Mondoweiss - 20.08.2025
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In leaked comments that were aired on Channel 12, Israel’s most-watched
mainstream news channel, Israel’s former head of the Military Intelligence
Directorate, Maj. Gen. (res.) Aharon Haliva has become the latest member of the
Israeli establishment to make the case that it is necessary that Israel carry out a
genocide in Gaza.

“The fact that there are already 50,000 killed in Gaza is necessary and
required for future generations. OK, you humiliated, slaughtered, murdered —
all of that is true. The price, as I already said before the war, for everything

that happened on the 7th of October [is that] for every one [Israeli killed] on
October 7, 50 Palestinians need to die,” Haliva says in the leak. “It doesn’t
matter now [whether it’s] children, I’'m not speaking from revenge, I'm
speaking about it as a message for the coming generations, there is no choice
— they need a Nakba once in a while in order to feel the price. There is no
choice, in this crazy neighborhood”.

Although it is not dated, the leak is presumably from late March this year, since
Haliva refers to “the fact that there are already 50,000 killed in Gaza”. Haliva had
held the second highest rank in the Israeli military in a unit that works alongside
the Shin Bet and is responsible for making future risk assessments. Haliva resigned
from his role a year ago, in response to the monumental intelligence failure on
October 7, 2023. He was the first senior leader to resign, and others would follow.

There is much to unpack in this brief paragraph from his longer conversation with
an unnamed interlocutor. In it, Haliva not only admits to the policy which
demonstrates the intent of Israel’s ongoing genocide in Gaza, but also reflects the
deeply racist mindset widely held in Israeli society which justifies it.

Genocidal doctrine
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B npocoumBLUenca ayano3annucm 6bIBLIVIA r1aBa N3panibCko BOBHHOW pasBeKy
orpasAblBaeT yOUINCTBO AeCATKOB ThiCAY Ntojei B [ase: «Bpems oT BpeMeHU UM
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B npocoumBLUNXCA KOMMEHTapusAX, KoTopble bbiin NnepegaHbl B 3¢unp12 kaHas, cCaMoro nNonynsipHoro
HOBOCTHOIO KaHana M3pawuns, 6biBLWINIA rNaBa MNaBHOro ynpasaeHVs BOEHHOW pa3Beaku M3panns,
reHepan-manop (B oTctaBke) AapoH Xanvea CTan nociegHM npeactaBuTenemM U3panabCkoro
NCTebNNLLIMEHTA, BbIABVHYBLUVM apryMeHT 0 HEOH6XOANMOCTM ocyLlecTBneHUs Vi3pannem reHounaa B

cekTope la3a.

«ToT ¢akt, uto B [aze yxe yburo 50 000 4esioBek, HEO6XO4UM Y HEOOXO[UM 4/15
6y 4yLUnX MOKOSIEHUUI. XOPOLLIO, BAC YHUXA/N, YOUBA/IN, YOUBA/IN — BCE 3TO
rnpas4a. L{eHa, Kak 51 y)xe roBopu/i 40O BOVIHbI, 38 BCE...

YTO MPOU30LLJIO 7-rovi« OKTS6PS [3aK/II0HYAETCSH B TOM, YTO] 3a KaXXK40ro [youtoro
U3PanNIbTAHNHE] 7 OKTA6pS JO/KHbBI yMepeTh 50 rnasnecTuHLeB», — roBOpUT Xa/imBa
B yTeyke. «Ceri4ac HeBaxxHo, €T /v 3TO, A FTOBOPLO HE U3 MECTU, S FrOBOPLo 06 3TOM
Kak rocsiaHuve 6y4yLynm rnoKoJAeHUSIM, BbI6Opa HET».

- UM HY)XHa Hakba Bpemsi OT BpeMeHU, YTObbI M0YyBCTBOBATL L€HY. B 3ToM
6€e3yMHOM pavioHe BbI6opa HET».

XOTs faTa He yKa3aHa, yTeuka, NpeanosioXNTeNbHO, OTHOCUTCH K KOHLLYY MapTa 3TOro roaa,
NOCKObKY XanumBa ccbliaeTcs Ha «TOT dakT, uTto B [aze yxe yomuto 50 000 Yenosek». Xanmea
3aHMMan BTOPOE MO 3HAYMMOCTV 3BaHMeE B U3PanIbCKO apMnK B MOAPa3AeNeHNIN, KOTOPOoe
coTpyaHuYaet ¢ LLnH-beT 1 oTBeYaeT 3a oueHKy byayLLNX PUCKOB. XannBa yLUen B OTCTaBKy roj
Ha3azj B OTBET Ha MacLUTabHbIV NpoBan pa3seakn 7 oktabps 2023 roga. OH 6bin nepBbIiM

BbICOKOMOCTaBAEHHbIM pyKOBOAUTENEM, YLLEALLNM B OTCTaBKy, Napyrve rnocneayroT.

B 3TOM KpaTKOM ab3aLie 13 ero NPoAO/IKMUTENBHOW beceabl C HEHa3BaHHbLIM CO6eceHMKOM MOXHO
MHOroe pa3obpaTb. B HEM XanvBa He To/IbKO MPU3HAET NONUTLKY, AEMOHCTPUPYHOLLYIO HaMepeHMe
N3panna npogomkate reHoums B ase, HO 1 OTpaxkaeT r1yboKo pacuCTCKoe MblLUIeHNE,

paCI'IpOCTpaHéHHOG B N3Pan/IbCKOM obuiectse u orpasjblBaroulee ero.

AoKTpuHa reHouyupaa
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In the leak, Haliva argues that the 50:1 kill ratio that he claims is “necessary,” is
something that he had already previously believed before the war, in other words
it’s his general idea of deterrence. That concept already has a name - the Dahiya
doctrine, and I have previously written about how this policy set the stage for the
current genocide. The doctrine, developed in 2008 by Israeli generals and the
Institute for National Security Studies (INSS, a military-security organ connected to
Tel Aviv University), takes its name from the destruction of the Dahiya quarter of

Beirut in 2006 (the o0d [ ehanon war’), where many families of Hezbollah members
lived.

Haliva in fact refers to the Dahiya “lesson” in his talk, saying that Hassan Nasrallah,
the late murdered leader of Hezbollah understood the message, but Hamas’s Yahiya
Sinwar did not.

Haliva:

“[Nasrallah] understood the price of war. He understood that he’s not ready
for it, and he understood that [Hamas military leader Yahya] Sinwar made a
big mistake. Nasrallah lost a son and was in Dahiya in 2006. He remembers

the price. Sinwar did not see the price.”

It is really odd to hear Haliva say “I’'m not speaking from revenge” as he advocates
for the mass killing of children and a Nakba. Of course, this is seeking revenge, and
it is completely genocidal. But Haliva’s tone and his composure on the matter
demonstrate that this is not a momentary outburst — it is an articulation of a
doctrine of genocide.

Haliva does not explicitly mention the Amalek biblical decree, which calls for
eradicating an enemy tribe down to babies and cattle — but his message suggests
that idea. The Amalek analogy has been repeated countless times by Israeli leaders,
including Prime Minister Netanyahu, and a recent poll shows that two out of three
Israelis see Palestinians as its current incarnation, with nearly all of those holding
that view also insisting on the phrase “eradicating its memory” as applying to
Palestinians today.

Haliva does, however, mention the Bible once in the discussion, in reference to
October 7: “In such a tragic event—biblical—and such a catastrophic national
disaster, there is enough responsibility to go around.”

Haliva’s suggestion of a repeated Nakba as a doctrine not only echoes the Dahiya
doctrine but also the Israeli maxim of “mowing the lawn” in Gaza. The idea of
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B yTeuke XanunBa yTBep>KAaeT, UTo COOTHOLLeHKe rnoTepb 50:1, KOTOpoe OH Ha3biBaeT
«HE06X0AMMbIM», — 3TO TO, BO YTO OH WV paHbLle BepW.40BOHA, APYrMMU C/I0BaMWU, 3TO ero obLuas
naes CAepXMBaHUA. Y 3TOM KOHLEMLWN YXKe eCTb Ha3BaHMe - AOKTPUHA [laxus, n apaHee nucansio
TOM, KaK 3Ta No/NTMKa NOAroTOBM/IA MOYBY ANA HbIHELLHero reHouua. lokTpuHa, pa3paboTaHHas B
2008 rogy v3pannbCKMMK reHepanamm n IHCTUTYTOM nccief0BaHNM HauOHaIbHOM 6e30MacHoCTr
(INSS, BoeHHO-6€30MacHOCTHbIN OpraH, CBA3aHHbIV C Tenb-ABVUBCKUM YHVUBEPCUTETOM), MOJIy4nia

CBOE Ha3BaHMe B YecTb YHUNUTOXEHNA KBAPTa/a ,ﬂ,aXVIFl.

BeipyT B 2006 rogy (2006 r.)ii/InBaHCKas BOMHAa»), rae npoxXxuBaam MHOre ceMby YNeHOB

«Xe360nnbl».

Mo cyTn, XannBea B CBOEN peyn CCbllaeTcs Ha «ypok» Jaxum, roeopsi, Yto XacaH Hacpanna,
NOKOWHbIN YOUTLIV nngep «Xe3601/bl», NOHAN NocnaHue, a Axbs CuHBap n3 XAMACa —
HerT.

Xanvea:

«[Hacpasinax] noHumas yeHy BoviHbl. OH MOHVMAJl, YTO He roToB K Hev, 1
rMoHumars, 4to [nvigep XAMAC Sxes] CuHBap coBepLLmn/I 60/1bLLYIO OLLINOKY.
Hacpasnna norepsisi cbiHa v 6b11 B Jaxuv B 2006 rogy. OH MOMHUT YeHy. CUHBap
He BUjes eéx,

AeNcTBNTEeNbHO CTPAHHO C/bILaTh, Kak XaanBa roBOPUT: «5 FOBOPIO HE 13 MeCTU»,
BbICTYMNas 3@ MaccoBoe yonincTeo geten 1 Hakby. KOHeYHo, 3TO MeCTb, 1 3TO HAaCTOALLNI
reHouwna. Ho TOH XanuBbl U €ro x1afHOKPOBYE NOKa3bIBAOT, YTO 3TO HE MUHYTHas
BCMbILLUKA FHEBA, @ BblpaXKeHne JOKTPUHbI FreHoLMAA.

Xanunea npsMo He ynoMmHaeTAManekbmnbnencknii ykas, Mpu3biBatoLLni K YHNUTOXEHMIO BPaXeCcKoro
nieMeHn BNiOTb 40 MAaAEHLEB 1 CKOTa, - HO ero nocaaHne npejnonaraet UIMeHHO 3Ty Ujet. AHanorus ¢
AmasnekoM NoBTopsiack 6becumncieHHoe KOINYeCTBO pas U3panibCKUMU nAepamu, BKIOYas NpemMbep-
MUHUCTPa HeTaHbAXy, MHeLaBHN ONPOCNOKa3biBaeT, YTO BOe 13 TpeX N3paunbTsaH BUAAT B NanecTnHLax
ero HblHellHee BOMAOLLeHe, NpruYyemM NoYTr BCe, KTO NPUAEPXKNBAETCA 3TOW TOUKN 3pEeHUs, Takxe

HaCTanBakOT Ha TOM, 4UTO c|)pa3a «MCKOpPEHEHWE MaMATN O HEM» NMPpUMEeHKMa K NnanectTnHuam cerojHs.

OfHako XanunBa yrnoMmuHaeT bnbanto B xoge o6Cy>KaeHns OANH pas, B CBA3M € COObITUAMN 7
oKTA6pS: «B TakoM Tparnyeckom cobbiTn — 6MBNENCKOM — 1 TaKoM KaTacTpobumyeckou

HaLI,VIOHa}'IbHOI7I KaTaCTpOd)e OTBETCTBEHHOCTU XBATUT Ha BCEX».

MNpepnoxeHne Xannebl 0 NOBTOPHOW Hakbe Kak AOKTPYHE He TOJIbKO MNepekInKaeTcs ¢

AOKTPUHOM [Jaxuun, HO 1 € N3PanibCKOM MakCUMOW «CTpUYb ra3oH» B [ase. Vjes
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“mowing the lawn” in Gaza has been Israeli jargon for repeated onslaughts, a crass
description of deadly ongoing military domination. But the Gaza genocide has also
introduced another term — ungrounding. If “mowing the lawn” was the idea in the
past, the genocide’s practice has been to decimate the lawn altogether and render it
unlivable.

‘Crazy neighborhood’

Haliva’s statement that “there is no choice, in this crazy neighborhood” repeats a
very widely accepted Israeli belief, one that has actually been voiced for decades by
Israel’s former Prime Minister Ehud Barak, who has referred to this same idea as
Israel as a “villa in the jungle.” Barak, who is often thought of a representative of the
Israeli left, used this deeply colonialist, and thus racist, belief becomes a justification
for maintaining violent control.

Once in a while, the thinking goes, Israel needs to “go crazy”, to show who is the
master — but not because it is crazy, it is because the natives are. Israeli Defense
Minister Moshe Dayan once said that “Israel must be like a mad dog, too dangerous
to bother.” Variations on this idea have been repeated by Israeli officials time and
again. Former Defense Minister Pinhas Lavon, the initiator of the false-flag terror
attack on Cairo in 1954, advocated “going crazy” if ever Israel were crossed. During
the 2006 war with Lebanon, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said Palestinians need to
understand that “the master of the house has gone mad,” while promising “James
Bond type operations, bim bam!”

Again, these were not “right-wingers,” but centrist, even left-wing, Zionist leaders.

The ongoing Nakba

In response to the leak, Haliva provided Channel 12 with a statement saying among
else:

“The leaked recordings were publicized from matters that were discussed in a
closed forum, and I can only regret this. Obviously, shrapnels of partial
matters, brought forth in this matter, cannot convey the full picture —
certainly when we are speaking about complex issues which contain multiple
details and are mostly highly classified.”

Partial and complex as they may be, Haliva’s candid statements about the collective
punishment of Gaza join into a growing record of similar statements demonstrating
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«CTPWXKKA ra3oHa» B Mase 6blnall3panibckinii xkaproH, 0603HavatoLLii MoBTOPSALLMECs HanageHus, rpy6oe
onmcaHne NPoAOJIXKakLLLErocsi CMEPTOHOCHOTO BOEHHOTO rocnoactea. Ho reHouns B Mase Takxke BBEN ApPYrol
TEPMUH -0TCOeAVHEHVE 3a3eMeHAECAM B MPOLLIOM NAes 3aK/toYanach B «CTPUXKKE ra3oHa», TO NPaKTnKa

reHounaa sakaro4anacb B TOM, UTO6bI MOMHOCTLIO YHUYUTOXUTb Nra3oH 1 CAe1aTb €ro HeENpPuUrogHbiM ANA XXN3HW.

«Bbe3yMHbIN parioH»

3asiBneHve XanmBbl O TOM, UTO «B 3TOM CymMacLUejLleM paiioHe HeT BbI6opa», MOBTOPSET OYeHb LUMPOKO
pacrnpocTpaHeHHoe 13panbCckoe yoexaeHre, KOTOpoe Ha CaMoM Aefie AecAaTUNeTUSIMU 03BY4YMBaNOCh
6bIBLUMM NpeMbep-MUHUCTPOM M3panns Ixyaom bapakom, KOTOpbI Ha3biBan 3Ty Xe naeto Vspannem «suina B
[PKYHTIsIX.» Bapak, KOTOPOro 4YacTo CYMUTAOT NpeACcTaBUTeNeM U3PaUIbCKNX NEBbIX, MCMOAb30Ba 3TO r1y6oko
KONOHM3aTOPCKOE U1, CNesoBaTelbHO, PacUCTCKOe yoexaeHe B KauecTBe onpaBAaHNs ANsi COXPaHEeHUs

HaC/1IbCTBEHHOIO KOHTPO1A.

Bpems OT BpeMeHU, Kak CHUTaKoT, MI3panito HYXKHO «CXOAUTb C yMax», YTObbl MOKa3aTb, KTO 34eCb XO3AUH,
HO He MOTOMY, YTO3TO6e3yMeH, MOTOMY UTO MeCTHbIe XUTenn 6e3ymMHbl. MUHNCTP 060pOoHbI N3panns
Mowe [lasgH ogHax bl cka3an, uTto «/3pansb, OMKHO 6bITb, NOA006eH belleHon cobake, CINLWKOM
OrMacHoW, YTobbl C Hel CBA3bIBaTLCA». VI3pannbckue opnumanbHble 11La HeO4HOKPATHO NOBTOPSAAN 3TY
A B pa3HbiX Bapuaumsax. bbiBLUMA MUHUCTP 060pOHbI MNrHXac JTaBOH, MHNLMATOP IOXKHOIo TepakTa B
Kavpe B 1954 rogy, npuv3biBan «COMTU C ymay», ecnm Mspannb Korga-nnbo nepeceyet rpaHmuy. Bo Bpems
BOViHbI C JTnBaHOM B 2006 rogy npembep-MUHUCTP Ixy4 ONnbMepT 3ad9BW, YUTO NaNeCTUHLbI AO/KHbI
MOHSATB, UTO «XO3ANH AOMa COLLEN C yMax», NoobeLlaB npuv 3ToM «onepauunmn B ctune xenmca boHaa,

eum-bam!»

OnATb Xe, 3T0 bbIN He «MpaBble», a LEHTPUCTCKNE, Aa>XKe NeBble, CNOHUCTCKUNE TNAEPbI.

Mpoponkarwasaca Hakba

B oTBeT Ha yTeuKy Xanvea npeaocrasun 12 KaHany 3adaBsieHne, B KOTOPOM, Cpean Npoyero, roBOpuTca cneayroilee:

«YTeuka 3anvicevi bbla1a C4e1aHa Ha OCHOBE 0OCYXKAEHW, MPOXOANBLUNX HA 3aKPbITOM
popyme, v 9 MOry /INLLb COXaneTbs 06 3ToM. OYEBUAHO, YTO GParMeHTbl OTHE/IbHbLIX PAKTOB,
NPe4CTaB/AeHHbIX B 3TOM [E/1€, HE MOrYT MEPEAATh M0/IHYH0 KaPTUHY, 0COBEHHO KOr[a peyb
MAET O C/I0XKHbIX BOMPOCax, COAEPXKaLLYmX MHOXECTBO AETA/1eVi Y B OCHOBHOM CTPOro

3dCEeKPEHEHHbBIX».

Kaknmum 6bl YaCTUYHBIMU N CNOXHBIMW OHU HU BbINW, OTKPOBEHHbIE 3ad4BNEHUA Xanviebl O KOJI1EKTUBHOM

HakasaHuK a3kl NPUCOEANHSIIOTCS K pacTyLLeMy CrcKy NOAOBHbIX 3asBNEHWIA, JEMOHCTPUPYHOLLIMX


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2013.830972
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/463141/ungrounding-by-weizman-eyal/9781911717331
https://mondoweiss.net/2020/09/iron-wall-and-villa-in-the-jungle-israels-colonialism-has-many-names/

genocidal intent.

Haliva’s belief that a Nakba needs to be repeated “once in a while” indeed shows
how the Nakba of 1948 is an ongoing, engineered catastrophe, one which Israeli
leaders seem to be poised to continue in perpetuity. The Gaza genocide is part of
that continuum.

Haliva may have resigned for his intelligence failures and may have acknowledged
his technical shortcomings, but it seems that the genocidal vein in Israeli society is
too centrally rooted for most people to come to terms with. Thus, the Nakba
perpetrators only change names, titles and roles, while the Nakba itself continues.



reHounjHble HaMmepeHn4.

Y6exaeHue XanvBbl B TOM, 4To Hakba Ao/1)KHA MOBTOPSITLCSH «BPEMS OT BPEMEHU», AeCTBUTENIbHO
nokasblBaeT, uto Hak6a 1948 roga — 3To NPOAO/IKALLLASCS, CNIaHMPOBaHHas KaTacTpoda, KOTopyHo
N3pannbCKne NNAepsbl, MOX0oXe, FOTOBbI MPOAOIKATL BEUHO. FeHoumMA B [a3e — 4acTb 3TOrO0

KOHTUHYYMa.

Bo3moxHO, XannBa nogan B OTCTaBKy 13-3a NPOBAIOB Pa3BEAKN U MPU3HAN CBOU TEXHUYECKME
HeAoCTaTKM, HO, MOXOXe, reHoLMAHasa HanpaBieHHOCTb N3PanIbCKOro obLLecTBa CINLLKOM Fy60oKo
YKOpPEeHUNachb B HEM, YTOBbI 6ONBLLUVHCTBO Nt0AeN C Hell CMUPUANC. [03TOMY BUHOBHUKN Hak6bbl

MNWb MEHAKT MMEHA, TUTYJIbl N POJIN, B TO BpeMA KakK CaMa Hakba npoAoJ/KaeTCA.



