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The ceasefire between Israel and Hamas negotiated in mid-January seems to have
been written on tissue. It frayed midway through the first of three phases, when
Israel declined to negotiate for the second phase. Since then, it was only a
countdown until the first hours of Tuesday morning, when the Israel Defense Forces
executed a swift and punishing series of airstrikes throughout Gaza.

By Thursday, the IDF’s ground operation got underway with a three-part pincer
move, operating in the north of Gaza, in the Strip’s midriff around the Netzarim
corridor (from which it had redeployed as part of the deal), and in Rafah in
southern Gaza.

At least 400 Gazans were Kkilled on the first day of strikes, in what was one of the
deadliest single-day tolls of the war, the Associated Press reported. The toll climbed
to as many as 700 by Friday, according to Palestinian health officials. Social media is
awash in photos of dead babies. The IDF says it is routing out terror infrastructure
and picking off specific Hamas military and political leaders; Palestinians say they
are taking down anyone in the vicinity. Hamas and the Houthis have revived rocket
fire at Israel.

Where is all this leading? Ironically, it was much easier to predict where things
would go two months ago, when the ceasefire deal was agreed, than it is now.

From the moment the details of the agreement became known, analysts gave the
deal a poor prognosis.

The first phase involved the release of Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners,
while the two sides suspended the fighting and Israel withdrew from heavily
populated areas and from the Netzarim corridor. The second phase was to include a
sustainable ceasefire and full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza, and further
hostage and prisoner release. The third phase would have ended the war and seen
the release of the remains of Israeli captives and Palestinians.

But there were two signs that the deal would never reach beyond its first phase.

Read More: A Roadmap to Lasting Peace Between Israelis and Palestinians
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MpekpalyeHvie orHa mexay N3pannem n XAMACneperosopsl B ceperHe sHBapsKaxeTcs, 4To 3To
6b1710 HAaNMCAHO Ha TKaHW. DTOMOTePThIVIHA NOANYTU Yepes NnepBbli U3 Tpex 3Tanos, koraa Vispannb
OTK/IOHEHHbINANS NeperoBopoB No BTopoMy 3Tany. C Tex Nop 370 6bl/1 TONLKO 06paTHbIN OTCYeT A0
nepBbIX YacoOB yTPa BTOPHMKA, Korga ApMus 060poHbI Mi3panns BeIMONHWAAOLICTPast 1 KaparoLas

ceprsiaBnayAapoB Nno BceMy cekTopy lasa.

K ueTBepry HasemMHasi onepaums ApMum 060pOHbI VI3panast HavanacbTPexyacTHbIN Nprem
«KJIelHs», AeACTBYIOLLAs Ha ceBepe la3bl, B LLeHTPasbHOM YacTy cekTopa BOKPYr KOpMAopa
Heuapum (oTKyza OHa 6blia Nepeanc/ioLpoBaHa B paMKkax caenkn) 1 B Padaxe Ha tore

[a3bl.

Mo aaHHbIM Associated Press, B nepBbli AeHb yAapoB Nornta1o He meHee 400 xunTenert [asbl. 3To 6b11a 04HA U3
CaMbIX CMEPTOHOCHbIX AHEBHbIX MOTepPb 3a BCHO BOMHY.COO6LLMIN. YCo XepTB BO3pocno 0700k NaTHMLE, No
CN10BaM NanecTUHCKNX YNHOBHUKOB 34paBooxpaHeHus. CoumanbHble ceTy nepenonHeHblidoTorpadum
MepTBbIX MaZeHLeB. ApMUA 060POHbI N3pannsiroBOpUTOH YHUUTOXAaeT TepPOPUCTUNYECKY0 MHGPaCTPYKTYpY
1N y6BaeT KOHKPETHbIX BOEHHbIX U noanTudeckux nngepos XAMAC; nanecTuHLbl FOBOPSAT, UTO OHU

YHUUTOXAT BCEX, KTO HAXOANUTCS No6m30cTn. XAMAC 1 XyCUTBIBO3POXKAEHHbI pakeTHbI 0OroHsB Vi3panne.

K uemy Bce 310 NnpmBeaeT? 10 NpOHUK CyAbbbl, 6bI10 rOpa3fo nerye npeackasartb, KyAa NoONAyT cObbITUSA

ABa MecCAla Ha3aj, Korja 6blno AOCTUTHYTO CcornalleHme o npekpaweHnnm orH4, 4em cenvac.

C TOro MOmMeHTa, KaKI'IO,D,pO6HOCTVI cornaweHnaKak To/ibKO CTano U3BECTHO, aHANINTUKW AaNN

cAesike Naoxoun NpPorHos.

MepBas ¢asza BkIOHaNa 0CBOOOXAEHME N3PAUNBCKMX 3aJTOXKHUKOB M MaNeCTUHCKMX 3aKH0YEHHbIX, B TO
BpeMs Kak 06e CTOPOHbI MPUOCTaHOBWAN 6oeBble AenCTBUSA, a N3pannbCHANN3 ryCTOHaceNeHHbIX
parioHOB 1 13 Kopugopa Heuapum. Bropas ¢asa fokHa 6blna BKAKOYaTb YCTONYMBOE NpeKpaLleHmne OrHs
1 MOJIHbIV BbIBOJ, U3PanNbCKNX BONCK U3 [a3bl, a TakXke AasbHelLlee 0CBO6OXAeHMe 3aN10XXKHNKOB U
3aK/II0YeHHbIX. TpeTbs $pa3za AoKHA bbla NONOXUTbL KOHeL, BOMHE 1 MPUBECTU K OCBOBOXAEHMIO

OCTaHKOB M3PanIbCKNX MNEHHBLIX U NManeCTNHLEB.
OpgHako 6b1110 4Ba NMpn3Haka Toro, 4To ciesika He BbIVIAET 3d PaMKu HepBOVI (I)a3bl.

YuTtaTthb p,anee:,ZZOpO)/(Haﬂ Kapra K rnpOHYHOMY MUpy MeXX4y U3pan/ibTAHamMv v riasieCctrHLyamm
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The first was that leaders of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s most important
coalition partners, the Religious Zionist and Jewish Power parties, made clear that
they would bolt the coalition if the fighting stopped—they want to capture and
resettle Gaza. When the deal was finally signed, Itamar Ben Gvir, who runs Jewish
Power, resigned from Netanyahu’s government, weakening his coalition. Betzalel
Smotrich, who runs the Religious Zionist party, remained in government but
insisted that Israel must restart the war or he too would leave—which would mean
scrapping either the deal or the government.

The second was Israel’s history of decision-making, particularly when it comes to
Palestinians: Phased deals don’t usually work. Case in point is the phased,
conditional Oslo peace process during the 1990s that Palestinians saw as a path to
an eventual Palestinian state and a permanent end to the conflict, neither of which
materialized.

Did Hamas want to complete the current ceasefire deal more than Israel? Most
likely yes. Gaza is in ruins, nearly 50,000 people have been killed in the war, and
polls show that Palestinian hostility toward Hamas has risen. The group holds two
main cards for credibility among Palestinians: forcing Israel to release Palestinian
prisoners, and being the only Palestinian faction able to end the war. Beyond that,
Hamas’ only recourse to staying in power is brute force.

The first phase of the ceasefire went through. But then Israel declined to open
negotiations for the second phase, after Trump took office and began talking about
expelling 2 million Palestinians in Gaza. Netanyahu became emboldened to resist
the second phase; Trump’s Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff began negotiating that
phase seemingly from scratch, introducing a new ceasefire plan different from the
one both sides agreed to in January.

Now Netanyahu is facing an avalanche of domestic political crises. There is a budget
deadline this month that could sink his government; mass street protests have
resumed, with tens of thousands calling for a new ceasefire and criticizing
Netanyahu for failing to get the remaining hostages home.

Israelis on some level have known more conflict was coming. A February poll by the
Institute for National Security Studies found just 40% thought the deal would reach
the second phase; more thought the chances were low (46%).

Yet no one knows what happens next. How long will this resurgent war go on?
Israel hasn’t been able to eliminate Hamas nor secure the release of most hostages
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Bo-nepBbIx, nnaepbl BaXXHENLLNX KOANVLMOHHbLIX NapTHEPOB NpeMbep-MUHNCTPa bBuHbsaMrHa
HeTaHbaXy, NapTuin «PennrnosHbii CMOHUCT» N «EBperickast cmnax», ACHO AasN NOHATb, YTO OHN
BbINAYT N3 KOANULWMKN, ecv 6oeBble AencTBUA NpekpaTaTcs. OHMXOTeTb3axBaTUTb U NepecenTb
Fa3y. Korga caenka 6blna HakoHew, nognucaHa, itamap beH Msup, KoTopblin pykoBoauT Jewish Power,
ywien u3 npaBuUTenbCTBa HeTaHbsXy, 0cnabuve ero koanuuuio. bevanens CMOTPUY, KOTOPbI
PyKOBOANT Pennrmo3Hom CMOHNUCTCKON NapTUel, oCTacsa B MPaBUTeEbCTBE, HO HACTOSA Ha TOM,
YTOObI VI3pannbomxeH BO306HOBUTL BOVHY, MHa4Ye OH TOXe YiJeT.— YTO 03Havano 6bl 0TKas nmbo

OT cAenku, nnbo ot npaBnTenbCTBa.

BTOprM 6blna NCTOPUA NPUHATUA pe|.|JeH|/||7| I/I3pa|/|neM, 0C0beHHO Korga Aeno Kacasnaocb nanectnHues: MNMosTanHble
caenkum 06bIYHO He pa60Ta+0T. [MokasaTesibHbIM NnPpMMepPOM ABNIAETCA Mo3TanHbIN, yC}'IOBHbIIZ MI/IprII7I npouecc B
Ocno B 1990-x rogax, KOTOprIZ ManecTHUbl pacCMaTpnBaii Kak NyTb KBO3MOXXHOE MalecTMHCKOe rocyaapcreon

OKOHUaTe/IbHOe MpeKpaLleHne KOHGINKTA, HO HU TO, HN Apyroe He 6bIJ10 peann3oBaHo.

XoTen nu Xamac 3aBepLUnTb TekyLliee corfalleHvie o npekpaLleHny orHs 6onblue, yem N3pannsb? Ckopee
BCero, Aa. [a3a B pynHax, nouTtn 50 000 yenoBek6 LM YOUTEIHA BOVIHE U OMPOChl NOKa3bIBAKOT, YTO
ManecTMHCKNMBpPaXx4ebHOCTEL Mo oTHoLeHMo K XAMACRoAHANCA. Y rpynnbl eCTb JBe OCHOBHbIE KapTbl A/1A
f0Bepusa cpean nanecTMHLEB: 3acTaBUTb V3pannb 0cBO6OAUTE NaNeCcTUHCKNX 3aKNHYEHHbIX U 6bITb
eANHCTBEHHOW NanecTUHCKON ¢ppakumeri, CNoCOBHOM NONOXNTb KOHeL, BOHe. [oM1MO 3Toro,

€AVNHCTBEHHbIM CPEACTBOM Xamaca ocTaTbcs Y BN1aCTu ABNAETCA rpy6a;| cnhna.

MNepBasa ¢pasa npekpalleHUs orHa npowunia. Ho 3atem M3pannib 0TKasancs HayaTb NeperoBopbl Mo
BTOpOW ¢da3ze, nocne Toro kak Tpamn BCTYNUA B O/KHOCTb M Ha4as roBOPUTb O M3rHaHve 2
MWANVOHOB NnanecTrHuesB [a3e. HeTaHbAXy ocMenen ConpoTUBAATLCA BTOPOMY 3Tany; NOCAaHHMK
Tpamna Ha banxHem Boctoke Ctne Butkodpd Hauan neperosopbl Mo 3TOMy 3Tany, Ka3anocb 6bl, €
HYNs, NPeACTaBMBHOBLIN M1aH npekpaLleHns orH90TAn4aeTcs oT TOro, 0 KOTOPOM 06e CTOPOHbI

A40Orosopumnncb B AHBape.

Tenepb HeTaHbAXy CTaNKNBAETCA C 1aBUHOW BHYTPUNOANTUYECKUX KPUINCOB.KPAHWI CPOK BrOpKeTaB
3TOM MecsiLie 3TO MOXEeT MOTONUTbL ero MPaBUTeNbCTBO;MaCcCOBbIE YINYHbIE MPOTECTLIBO30OHOBUINCH, U
AEeCATKN ThICAY NHOAeN NPU3bIBAKOT K HOBOMY MPEeKPALLEeHM0 OrHSA U KPUTUKYHOT HeTaHbsAXy 3a

HeCcnocobHOCTb BEPHYTb OCTaBLUNXCA 3a/10KHUKOB AOMOI‘/JI.

N3pannbTsaHe Ha KakOM-TO YPOBHE 3HaANW, YTO rpsAeT HOBbIN KOHGAMKT. PeBpasibronocoBaHNeVIHCTUTYT
nccnesoBaHUi HaUMoOHaNbHOM 6e30NacHOCTU 06HAPYXW, UTO TONbKO 40% CUNTAKOT, UTO CAeNKa JOVAEeT A0 BTOPOWA

¢dasbl; 60nbLUee KONNYECTBO NH0Ael MOCUNTANO, YTO LWAHChI Ha 3TO HeBeNnKn (46%).

HO HWKTO He 3HaeT, YTo 6yAeT Aanblue. Kak 40aro 6yAeT NpoAoIXKaTbCA 3Ta BO3POXKAAOLLAACA BOHA?

N3pannbHe cvor yHUUTOXUTE XAMACHK obecneunTb 0CBOBOXAeHMe B0/bLLUNHCTBA 3a/10KHNKOB
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through military pressure throughout the war—why would it be able to do so now?
Do exhausted Israeli reservists have the morale for a forever war, and does a
forever war lead to a complete military re-occupation of Gaza, alongside the
continued expansion of settlements and de facto annexation in the West Bank? If
the Israeli government has answers, it’s not saying.

For its part, will Hamas accept a U.S.-backed “bridge plan” to restore the ceasefire
and extend it into April, to allow time for continued negotiations? Or will Israeli
demands to simply release all hostages and oust Hamas under heavy military
pressure work this time around?

There is a better path: ending the occupation through Palestinian self-determination
and statehood, possibly anchored in regional normalization deals between Israel
and Arab states. That would guarantee Israel’s security and contribute greatly to a
more peaceful Middle East.

But those with the power to make peace a reality, apparently prefer to make war.
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nocpesCTBOM BOEHHOMO AaBAeHVS Ha MPOTAXEHUN BCel BOViIHbI — NOYeMy OHO CMOXEeT cAenaTthb 3TO cenyac?
ECTb 11 y NCTOLLEHHbIX N3PanNbCKNX Pe3ePBUCTOB MOPAJIbHbINV AyX AN BEUHOV BOVHbI, U NPUBEAET N
BeYHasi BOVHa K MO/IHOW BOEHHOW NOBTOPHOM OKKynauumn askel, Hapaay ¢ NPOAOIXKALLMMCSA paclupeHnemM
noceneHuin n bakTMyYeckom aHHeKcen Ha 3anagHom bepery? Ecam y nspannbckoro npaBuUTeNbCTBA eCTb

OTBE€Tbl, OHO X HE TOBOPUT.

Co cBoeli cTopoHbl, NpuMeT 1 XAMAC noaaepxunBaemyto CLUA «rnjiaH MOCTa«BOCCTaHOBUTL MPeKpaLLeHne OrHs
N NPOANNTL €ro 0 anpens, YTobbl aTb Bpems ANsi MPOAO/IXKEHUst neperoBopoB? nu byaeTlI3pannsckiie
TpeboBaHMANPOCTOBLINYCKATEBCEX 3a0XKHNKOB U BbITECHUTE XAMAC 13-N0ACU/IbHOE BOEHHOE AaBNeHME

cpaboTaeT i1 Ha 3TOoT pa3?

EcTb Nyyinii NyTb: NpekpaLleHme okKynaumm Yepes nanecTMHCKoe camoonpeseneHme 1 rocysapcTBeHHOCTb,
BO3MOXHO, 3aKpern/ieHHble B PErMOHaNbHbIX HOPMaNN3aLMOHHbIX COMIALLEHNAX MexXAay VI3pannem 1 apabcknmm
rocyAapcteamu. 3To rapaHTMpoBano 6bl 6e30nacHOCTb V3panns 1 BHec10 6bl 60/1bLLON BKNaj B 60/1€e MUPHbIL

BAVXHUI BocTOK.

OaHako Te, Y KOTro €CTb BO3MOXHOCTb CAe/1aTb MNP peasibHOCTbH, NO-BUAMMOMY, NPeAnoYnTaroT BECTU BOI7IHy.
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