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The end of Zionism

:15.09.2003

Avraham Burg
Israel must shed its illusions and choose between racist oppression and democracy

The Zionist revolution has always rested on two pillars: a just path and an ethical leadership. Neither of these is
operative any longer. The Israeli nation today rests on a scaffolding of corruption, and on foundations of oppression
and injustice. As such, the end of the Zionist enterprise is already on our doorstep. There is a real chance that ours
will be the last Zionist generation. There may yet be a Jewish state here, but it will be a different sort, strange and

ugly.

There is time to change course, but not much. What is needed is a new vision of a just society and the political will to
implement it. Diaspora Jews for whom Israel is a central pillar of their identity must pay heed and speak out.

The opposition does not exist, and the coalition, with Ariel Sharon at its head, claims the right to remain silent. In a
nation of chatterboxes, everyone has suddenly fallen dumb, because there's nothing left to say. We live in a
thunderously failed reality. Yes, we have revived the Hebrew language, created a marvellous theatre and a strong
national currency. Our Jewish minds are as sharp as ever. We are traded on the Nasdag. But is this why we created
a state? The Jewish people did not survive for two millennia in order to pioneer new weaponry, computer security
programs or anti-missile missiles. We were supposed to be a light unto the nations. In this we have failed.

It turns out that the 2,000-year struggle for Jewish survival comes down to a state of settlements, run by an amoral
clique of corrupt lawbreakers who are deaf both to their citizens and to their enemies. A state lacking justice cannot
survive. More and more Israelis are coming to understand this as they ask their children where they expect to live in
25 years. Children who are honest admit, to their parents' shock, that they do not know. The countdown to the end of
Israeli society has begun.

It is very comfortable to be a Zionist in West Bank settlements such as Beit El and Ofra. The biblical landscape is
charming. You can gaze through the geraniums and bougainvilleas and not see the occupation. Travelling on the
fast highway that skirts barely a half-mile west of the Palestinian roadblocks, it's hard to comprehend the humiliating
experience of the despised Arab who must creep for hours along the pocked, blockaded roads assigned to him. One
road for the occupier, one road for the occupied.

This cannot work. Even if the Arabs lower their heads and swallow their shame and anger for ever, it won't work. A
structure built on human callousness will inevitably collapse in on itself. Note this moment well: Zionism's
superstructure is already collapsing like a cheap Jerusalem wedding hall. Only madmen continue dancing on the top
floor while the pillars below are collapsing.

We have grown accustomed to ignoring the suffering of the women at the roadblocks. No wonder we don't hear the
cries of the abused woman living next door or the single mother struggling to support her children in dignity. We don't
even bother to count the women murdered by their husbands.

Israel, having ceased to care about the children of the Palestinians, should not be surprised when they come
washed in hatred and blow themselves up in the centres of Israeli escapism. They consign themselves to Allah in
our places of recreation, because their own lives are torture. They spill their own blood in our restaurants in order to
ruin our appetites, because they have children and parents at home who are hungry and humiliated. We could kill a
thousand ringleaders a day and nothing will be solved, because the leaders come up from below - from the wells of
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ABpaam Bypr
I/I3pa|/|nb AOJIKeH 136aBUTbCA OT CBOUX UANHO3UIA 1 caenaTtb Bbl60p MeXAay PacUCTCKUM yrHeTeHneM un AeMOKpaTI/IeI‘/JI

CUOHMCTCKas PeBOJIOLIMS BCErAa ONMpanach Ha ABa CTO/INa: CNpaBes/IvBbIA MyTh Y 3TUYECKOe PyKOBOACTBO. HM OAMH 13 HUX 60o/bLUe
He JelicTBYeT. M3panibckas Haums CerofHs onvpaeTcs Ha ieca Koppynuum 1 Ha GyHAaMeHTbl yTHEeTeHUs 1 HecnpaBeA/IMBOCTU. Taknm
06pa3oM, KOHeL, CMIOHUCTCKOro NPeANpPUSTUS yXKe Ha Hallem nopore. ECTb peanbHblli WaHC, YTO Halle NokoeHve ByaeT NoCiefHUM

CYOHUCTCKUM. 34eCh eLle MOXET 6bITb eBPeiickoe rocyapcTBo, HO OHO ByAeT ApYroro poaa, CTpaHHoe 1 ypoA/IMBOeE.

EcTb BpemMa N3SMeHUTb Kypc, HO He TaK MHOrO. HeO6XO,D,VIMO HOBOE€ BnjeHNe cnpaseaimBoro 06LLI,ECTBa 1 nonnTnyeckasa Bosia ANnda ero peaansaumn. EBpeI/I

Anacnopsbl, ANA KOTOPbIX l/I3pa|/|nb ABNAETCA u,eHTpaan0|7| OI'IOpOI7I NX NAEHTUYHOCTU, AOJDKHBI NMPUCNYLLAaTLCA N BbICKa3aTbCA.

OnnosnumMmM He CyLLIeCTBYeT, a KoaanLums Bo rnase ¢ Apuasiem LLlapoHoM 3asBAsieT 0 CBOeM NnpaBe XpaHUTb Mon4YaHue. B cTpaHe
601TYHOB BCe BHE3arnHO OHEMe, MOTOMY YTO 60/bLUEe Heyero ckasaTb. Mbl XX1BeM B KaTacTpodryeckm NpoBanvBLLEACS peasbHOCTH.
[a, Mbl BO3POAVAN NBPUT, CO34aNN NPEKPaCcHbIli TeaTp 1 CU/IbHYIO HaLUMOHaNbHYH BantoTy. Halim eBpelickne yMbl OCTPbI Kak HUKOrAa.
Hac ToprytoT Ha Nasdag. Ho pasBe 4/ 3TOro Mbl CO34a/u rocyAapcTBo? EBpeickinii Hapog BbXKUA B TEYEHME ABYX ThiCAYeNeTnii He Ans
TOro, Y4TO6bI CTaTb MMOHEPOM HOBOFO OPYXMSi, MPOrpPamMm KOMMbHOTePHO 6€30MacHOCTU MW MPOTMBOPAKETHbIX pakeT. Mbl JO/KHbI

6bINM CTaTb CBETOM ANnA Hapo4oB. B 3TOM MblI norepnenn Heyaaudy.

OkasbiBaeTcsi, 2000-neTHsI 60pb6a 3a BbIXXMBaHNE €BPEEB CBOAMTCS K rOCYAAPCTBY MOCENEHWNIA, yNIpaBAsieMOMY aMOpPasbHON KINKOWA
KOPPYMMMPOBaHHbIX HapyLLMTenel 3aKoHa, KOTopble FAyXM Kak K CBOUM rpaxzaHam, Tak 1 K CBOMM Bparam. FocyAapcTBo, VLLeHHoe
CnpaBeAnBOCTA, HE MOXET BbDKUTb. Bce 60/1bLUe N3panibTsH NPUXOAAT K MOHVMaHMIO 3TOTrO, KOTAa CripaLlvBatoT CBOUX AeTel, rAe OHU
COBUPAIOTCS XNUTb Yepes 25 neT. YecTHble AeTy NPU3HAOTCS, K LLOKY CBOUX POAMUTENEeN, YTO OHM He 3HatoT. OBpaTHBI oTcHeT A0 KOHLa

MN3pannbCKoro obLecTBa Ha4vancs.

OueHb yAO6HO 6bITb CMOHUCTOM B MNOCeNeHNsAX Ha 3anagHoM bepery, Takmx kak benT-2nb n Odpa. bubnecknii nesax odapoBaTeneH.
Bbl MOXeTe CMOTpeTb CKBO3b repaHu 1 byreHBuAIen U He BUAETb OKKynaLumu. MNyTellecTBys N0 CKOPOCTHOMY LLOCCE, KOTOPOe NPOXOANT
BCero B Noaymuse K 3anagy oT nanecTMHCKMX 610KNOCTOB, TPYAHO NPeACTaBUTL cebe YHU3UTENbHBIN OMnbIT NpesrpaemMoro apaba,
KOTOPbIV AO/DKEH YacaMy NMON3TU MO U3PbITbIM, 3a6/TOKMPOBaHHBLIM AOPOraMm, oTBeAeHHbIM eMy. OfHa AOpora ANst OKKyNaHTa, ogHa

Aopora Ana oKKynnpoBaHHbIX.

370 He MOXeT cpaboTaTb. [laxe ec/iv apabbl OMYCTAT rof0BbI U MPOrIOTAT CBOV CThIA U THEB HaBcerja, 3To He cpaboTaeT. CTpoeHwe,
MOCTPOEHHOE Ha Ye/l0BeYeCcKOol YepCTBOCTY, HEM36EXHO PyXHeT caMmo Mo cebe. 3anoMHWTe 3TOT MOMEHT: HaACTPOKa CUOHU3Ma yXXe
PYLLUNTCSA, KaK AeLleBblli nepycanmmcknii cBagebHbln 3an. ToNbKo 6e3yMLbl NPOAOC/KAOT TaHLEBaTb Ha BEPXHEM 3Ta)e, MoKa KOMIOHHbI

BHM3Y pyLuaTcs.

Mol NPUBbLIKNN MTHOPUPOBATb CTpajaHNA XeHLWH Ha 610KMNOCTax. Hey,qleMTeano, YTO Mbl HE C/1bILUMM KPMKOB n3buTon JKeHLUWHBbI,
)KI/IByLLLeﬁ no coceAacTBy, NI MaTepn-0ANHOYKIK, KOTOPAA N30 BCEX CUJ NbITAaETCA AOCTOVIHO cojep>XaTb CBOUX AETEVI. Mbl gaxe He

yTpy>Xgaem cebs noACYETOM XEHLUWH, y6I/ITbIX CBOVIMWA MY>XbAMN.

N3pannb, nepectaB 3a60TUTLCSA O AeTAX NAaNECTUHLEB, He A0/MKEH YANBASATLCSA, KOrAa OHM NPUAYT, OMbITble HEHABUCTbIO,
1 B3OPBYT Ceb5 B LLleHTPaxX U3panabCkoro 3ckanmama. OHM NocBsLWaoT cebs Annaxy B HaLWMX MeCcTax OTAbIXa, MOTOMY YTO
NX COBCTBEHHbIE XMU3HM - NbITKa. OHW NPONIMBAIOT COBCTBEHHYIO KPOBb B HALLIMX PECTOPaHax, YTobbl UCMOPTUTL HaM

anneTuT, MOTOMY UTO Y HUX AOMa AeTU 1 POAUTENN FONOAHbIE U YHUKEHHbIe. Mbl MOXeM ybrBaTb Mo ThicsA4ye rnaBaper B

JeHb, N HUYero He byJeT peLleHo, MOTOMY UTO NAepPbl BbIXOASAT CHU3Y - U3 KONOALEB
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hatred and anger, from the "infrastructures" of injustice and moral corruption.

If all this were inevitable, divinely ordained and immutable, | would be silent. But things could be different, and so
crying out is a moral imperative.

Here is what the prime minister should say to the people: the time for illusions is over. The time for decisions has
arrived. We love the entire land of our forefathers and in some other time we would have wanted to live here alone.
But that will not happen. The Arabs, too, have dreams and needs.

Between the Jordan and the Mediterranean there is no longer a clear Jewish majority. And so, fellow citizens, it is
not possible to keep the whole thing without paying a price. We cannot keep a Palestinian majority under an Israeli
boot and at the same time think ourselves the only democracy in the Middle East. There cannot be democracy
without equal rights for all who live here, Arab as well as Jew. We cannot keep the territories and preserve a Jewish
majority in the world's only Jewish state - not by means that are humane and moral and Jewish.

Do you want the greater land of Israel? No problem. Abandon democracy. Let's institute an efficient system of racial
separation here, with prison camps and detention villages.

Do you want a Jewish majority? No problem. Either put the Arabs on railway cars, buses, camels and donkeys and

expel them en masse - or separate ourselves from them absolutely, without tricks and gimmicks. There is no middle
path. We must remove all the settlements - all of them - and draw an internationally recognised border between the

Jewish national home and the Palestinian national home. The Jewish law of return will apply only within our national
home, and their right of return will apply only within the borders of the Palestinian state.

Do you want democracy? No problem. Either abandon the greater land of Israel, to the last settlement and outpost,
or give full citizenship and voting rights to everyone, including Arabs. The result, of course, will be that those who did
not want a Palestinian state alongside us will have one in our midst, via the ballot box.

The prime minister should present the choices forthrightly: Jewish racism or democracy. Settlements, or hope for
both peoples. False visions of barbed wire and suicide bombers, or a recognised international border between two
states and a shared capital in Jerusalem.

Why, then, is the opposition so quiet? Perhaps because some would like to join the government at any price, even
the price of participating in the sickness. But while they dither, the forces of good lose hope. Anyone who declines to
present a clear-cut position - black or white - is collaborating in the decline. It is not a matter of Labour versus Likud
or right versus left, but of right versus wrong, acceptable versus unacceptable. The law-abiding versus the
lawbreakers. What's needed is not a political replacement for the Sharon government but a vision of hope, an
alternative to the destruction of Zionism and its values by the deaf, dumb and callous.

Israel's friends abroad - Jewish and non-Jewish alike, presidents and prime ministers, rabbis and lay people - should
choose as well. They must reach out and help Israel to navigate the road map toward our national destiny as a light
unto the nations and a society of peace, justice and equality.

- Avraham Burg was speaker of Israel's Knesset in 1999-2003 and is a former chairman of the Jewish Agency for
Israel. Reprinted with permission of The Forward, which translated and adapted this essay from an article that
originally appeared in Yediot Aharonot



HEeHaBUCTb U THEB 13 «MHPPACTPYKTYP» HECMPABEAINBOCTU U MOPAIbHOTO PA3/IOXKEHUSI.

Ecnm 6kl BCe 3T0 6bIN0 HEM36eXHO, 6OXECTBEHHO npeaonpegeneHo N HErMpPenoxHo, A 6bl MOnYan. Ho Bce MOXeT 6bITb MHaYe, U nosTomy

KPVIK — 3TO MOpanbHbI/ UMNePaTUB.

BOT UTO NpeMbep-MUHUCTP AO/IXKEH CKa3aTb HAapOAy: BpeMsi UA03u1iA npoLuio. Hactano Bpemsi pelueHunid. Mebl
NO6MM BCHO 3€MH0 HALLIVIX NMPEAKOB U B Apyroe BPeMsi Mbl bl XOTeIN XUTb 34eCb 0AHW. HO 3TOro He
npowusorigeT. Y apaboB ToxXe eCTb MeUTbl U NOTPEBHOCTN.

Mexay VopgaHom n CpesrzeMHOMOPbLEM 60/bLLIE HET IBHOTO €BPeickoro 60/1bLLMHCTBA. M MO3TOMY, CorpaxaaHe, HeBO3MOXHO
COXPaHWTL BCe 3TO 63 ynnaTbl LieHbl. Mbl He MOXeM AepXKaTb NanecTUHCKoe 60/1bLUNHCTBO MOZ U3PanibCKMM CaroroM 1 B TO Xe
BpeMsl CUMTaTb Cebsi eJUHCTBEHHOI AeMOoKpaTueid Ha BavxHem BocToke. He MOXeT 6bITb eMoKpaTun 6e3 paBHbIX MPaB 4/15 BCEX, KTO
3/leCb XVBeT, Kak apaboB, Tak 1 eBpeeB. Mbl He MOXeM COXPaHUTL TEPPUTOPUN U COXPaHUTL eBpelickoe 60bLUNHCTBO B

eANHCTBEHHOM B Munpe EBPEI\/JICKOM rocyfjapcrse — He ryMaHHbIMW, MOpPaJibHbIMA U EBpEVICKI/IMI/I cpeacTtsamMun.

XoTuTe 6onbLuyto 3emnto Mspanna? Het npobnem. OTKaxmTecb OT AeMokpaTun. [laBaniTe ycTaHOBUM 34ecCk 3G PEeKTMNBHYIO CUCTEMY PacoBOro

pasgeneHna C TOPEMHbIMU narepaMmm N noceneHnaAMmn ana sajep>XaHHbixX.

XoTuTe eBpelickoe 60bLIMHCTBO? HyKakux npobnem. /6o nocagute apabos B BaroHbl, aBTobYyCkl, Ha BEP6/IO0B 1 OC/I0B 1 BbIABOPUTE UX
MaccoBo, NM60 OTAENNTECH OT HMX MOJIHOCTbLIO, 63 TPHOKOB U YN10BOK. CpefHero Nyt HeT. Mbl 0/KHbI y6paTh BCe NOCENEHNs — BCE — U
NPOBECTU MeXAYHapPOAHO NMPU3HAHHYIO IrPaHKILY MeXay eBPencknM HauMoHanbHbIM JOMOM U NManecTUHCKMM HaLMOHaIbHbLIM JOMOM.
EBpelicknii 3aKoH 0 BO3BpaLLeHN ByAeT NPYMEHSTLCS TObKO B NMpeAenax Hallero HaLuMoHaabHOro 4oMa, a X MpaBo Ha BO3BpallieHune 6yaeTt

NMPUMEHATBLCA TONIbKO B NpeAenax rpaHny nanectTMHCKOro rocyaapcrea.

XoTute aeMokpaTun? Hukakmx npo6iem. JInbo oTkaxmnTecb OT BEINKOM 3emMnn i3panns, Ao nociesHero noceneHus n gopnocta, MnMéo
JaliTe NosHOe rpaXAaHCTBO 1 MPaBO ro/ioca BCeM, BKIOYas apaboB. Pe3ynbTaToM, KOHEUHO, BYAET TO, UTO Te, KTO He XOTeS

NanecTMHCKOro rocyAapcTaa PsgoM C Hamu, NoJyyaT ero cpejm Hac, Yepes N36rpaTenbHYH YpHY.

MpemMbep-MUHUCTP AOMKEH NPSMO NOCTaBUTb BOMPOC O Bbibope: eBpeicknii pacu3m nam geMokpaTus. MoceneHns v Hagexaa AN 0601x HapoAoB.
JToXXHble BUAEHWS KONtoYeli MPOBO/IOKM 1 TEPPOPUCTOB-CMEPTHUKOB WM NMPU3HAHHAsA MeXAyHapoAHas rpaHvLa Mexay AByMS rocyAapctBamMu 1

obLuas ctonmua B Mepycanmme.

Mouemy e Toraa onno3nLmsa Tak MoTYMT? BO3MOXHO, MOTOMY, UTO HEeKOTOpble XOTen 6bl MPUCOeANHUTLCSA K MPaBUTENbLCTBY NH0601 LieHOW,
Jaxe LeHom y4acTns B 6onesHn. Ho noka oHn konebnioTcs, Cubl 4obpa TepstoT Hagexay. JTloboi, KTo 0TKa3biBaeTCsl NPeACTaBNSATb YETKYH
No3nLUI0 — YepHyto Uan benyto — cofeincTeyeT ynagky. 3To He Bonpoc JleinbopmncTcko napTmm NpoTuns JInkyAa Uiy npasbixX NPOTUB /IEBbIX, a
BOMPOC NPaBW/IbHOIO NPOTUB HEMPaBUILHOTO, MPYEMIEMOr0 NPOTKB HEMpPUeMIEMOro. 3aKOHOMOC/YLLIHbIX MPOTUB HapyLUMTenel 3akoHa.
HyxxHa He nonvTnyeckas 3aMeHa nNpaBnTenbCTBY LLlapoHa, a BuaeHne HageX/Abl, anbTepHaTNBa YHUUTOXEH IO CMOHN3Ma U ero LieHHOCTel

rNyxmmMmun, HemMbIMU 1 6eCC€pAEHHbIMI/I.

Apy3bs V3pannsi 3a py6exxomM — Kak eBpeu, Tak U HeeBpeu, NPe3nAeHTbl U NMPeMbep-MUHUCTPbI, PaBBUHbI U MUPSIHE — TakXe JO/KHbI caenate
BbI60OP. OHW JOMKHBI MPOTAHYTL PYKY M MOMOYb V3pannio NpoioXnTb AOPOXHYI KapTy K Hallel HauMoHanbHO cysbbe Kak CBeT 415 HapoJoB

1 obLuiectBa MUpa, CNpaBeaAIBOCTU N paBeHCTBaA.

* ABpaam bypr 6bin cnnkepom KHecceta M3pannsa B 1999-2003 rogax v 6biBLUIMM NpeacesaTenem EBpelickoro areHTCTBa AN
M3paunns. NepeneuataHo ¢ pa3pelueHnsa The Forward, KOTopblli nepesen 1 ajanTyupoBas 3To 3cce U3 CTaTby, KOTopast

nepBoHa4vanbHO 6bli1a onybnmkosaHa B Yediot Aharonot



