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‘You are thieves of history!’ Hotovely tells Palestinians, waving
books at them

By Jonathan Ofir : : 16.07.2017

Deputy Foreign MinisterTzipiHotovely to ArabMKs: You are thieves of hiistory.
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Speaking on Wednesday at the Knesset, Tzipi Hotoveli, Israel’s highest ranking diplomat, went on a rant against
Palestinians, calling them “thieves of history”:

“You are thieves of history. Your history books are empty, and you are trying to co-opt Jewish history and
Islamicize it.”

Hotoveli’s accusation was aimed at Palestinian-Israeli Members of Knesset, whom Israel doesn’t even consider
Palestinian but rather ‘Israeli Arabs’. Hotoveli waved two books at them, the bible and Assaf Voll's recent book,
“History of the Palestinian People”, an empty 132-page book which was recently pulled from Amazon meant to
suggest that no such history exists.

This book is empty. Do you know why it is empty? Because they have no kings, they have no heritage
sites. The Palestinians are violating Jewish heritage sites. ...

David, Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, and Leah are the patriarchs and matriarchs of

the Jewish nation. You will not succeed in Islamicizing them, you will not succeed in eradicating the bible.
Hotoveli is Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minister. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu holds the Foreign Ministry portfolio

himself. Her fulmination was set against the backdrop of the recent UNESCO resolution that lists Al-Khalil (Hebron)
and the Al-lbrahimi mosque (Tomb of Patriarchs) as Palestinian world heritage sites, an act which Israel’s Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Immanuel Nahshon regarded as a promoting “fake history”, despite its recognition of the
sites’ importance to the three Abrahamic religions — Judaism, Christianity and Islam. It was not the fact that the
sites were recognized that enraged Israeli leaders, but that they were recognized as Palestinian.
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‘Bbl - BOpblI uctopuun!’ XoroBenu roBopuTt nanectuHuyam, pasmaxmsas
nepea HAMU KHUramu.

OxxoHataH Ocump : : 16.07.2017
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BbicTynas B cpefny B kHecceTe, Linm XoToBenu, BbICOKOMNOCTABMEHHbIN agunnomaT M3pauns, paspasunacbk TMpazgon B
agpec nanecTuHUEB, Ha3BaB UX “BopaMu Uctopum”.:

“Bbl - 8opbl ucmopuu. Bawu y4ebHUKU ucmopuu nycmel, U 8bl MblMaemech puceoums e8pelcKyto UCmoputo
u ucnamusuposams ee’.

O6BuHeHWe XoToBeNM ObINO HaMpPaBneHo NPOTUB NanecTMHO-M3PanNbCKUX OenyTaToB KHeCceTa, KOTopbix M3paunb
Aaxe He cuMTaeT nanecTuHuamu, a ckopee "n3pavnbckumm apabamu’. XoToBenu nomaxan nepeg HAMmn gBymsi
KHuramu, bnbnuen n HegasHen kHuro Accadpa ®onns “Uctopusa NanecTUHCKOro Hapoga", nycton 132-cTpaHnyHoOn
KHUIOM, KOTOPYIO HeJaBHO BbiTalmnm ¢ Amazon, 4Tobbl NokasaTb, YTO TaKOM UCTOPUM HE CyLLeCTBYET.

Ota kHura nycTa. Bl 3HaeTe, nodemy oHa nycta? MoToMy YTO Y HUX HET KOPOSEN, Y HUX HET OGLEKTOB
KynbTypHOro Hacneausi. ManecTuHubl OCKBEPHSIIOT 06BEKTLI €BPENCKOrO Hacneaus. ...

Haeng, Mowncen, ABpaawm, Vcaak, Nakos, Cappa, PeBekka n Jlusi - natpuapxu u MaTpunapxm eBpencKon Haumm.
Bam He ygacTtcs ncnammanpoBaTb UX, BaM He yaacTcs UCKOPEeHUTb bubnuio.

XoToBenu - 3amectuTens MUHUCTPA MHOCTPaHHbIX Aen N3pauns. MNMpembep-MUHUCTP BUHbAMWH HeTaHbsaxy cam

BO3rMaBnsaeT MUHUCTEPCTBO MHOCTPAHHbIX Aen.
Ee rHeBHble BbiCKa3biBaHMSA Npo3ByYanu Ha poHe HepgasHewn pesontoumn KOHECKO, koTtopas oTHocuT Anb-Xanunb
(XeBpoH) n meyetb Anb-Nbparmn (YebinanbHuua natpuapxoB) kK o6bekTam BCEMUPHOro Hacneaus MNanecTtuHbl, akT,
KOTopbIn npeacTtaBuTenb MyHucTepcTBa MHOCTpaHHbIX Aen Mspauna MMmanyanb HaxwoH pacueHnn kak nponaraHgy
“ChanbLumnBoi UCTOpUK", HECMOTPS Ha NPU3HaAHUE BaXXHOCTU 3TUX MECT ANSA Tpex aBpaamMuyeckux penurnm —
nygamsma, XpucTmaHcTea n ncnama. Mapamnbckmnx nuaepos B3becun He TOT hakT, YTO 3TN 0ObeKTbl ObINN NPU3HaHLI,
a TO, YTO OHU BbINU NPU3HaHbI MaJIeCMUHCKUMU .
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When UNESCO accepted Palestine as a member in 2011 (thereby also recognizing it, as do % of the UN member
states), the US cut $50 million of its support as punishment.

This time, Israel cut funding to UN by another $1 million as punishment for the UNESCO resolution, adding to other
cuts from the past year of $8 million (in response to UN Security Council Resolution 2334 and Human Rights
Council resolutions condemning Israel). The likelihood is that Israel will only provide $2.7 million — less than one-
fourth of its former fees.

Surely, Hotoveli is not the first to suggest that Palestinians don’t exist. Such claims have historically been made by
Zionists from left to right. And the ‘leftists’ have been particularly good at it: From Ben-Gurion’s referring to them
as “Arabs who happen to be in Palestine”, to Golda Meir’'s “Palestinians? What Palestinians?” , to Moshe
Dayan’s “no more Palestine — finished”. For Israel, ‘Palestine’ has been a notion that it sought to erase for all
practical purposes; hence its refusal to recognize Palestine and to refer to Palestinian citizens merely as ‘Arabs’,
despite over two-thirds of them identifying as Palestinians. It was only when ‘Palestine’ could be the name for “less
than a state”

(as Yitzhak Rabin assured Israelis, even as he signed Oslo accords), a set of Bantustans for which the
disenfranchised Palestinians could be consigned under the Oslo Accords in mid-1990’s, that calling them
‘Palestinians’ could be accepted in Israeli discourse, which maintains that Palestinians are merely ‘Arabs’ if they
are Israeli citizens.

Hotoveli's empty-book act must surely be a first, wherein an Israeli lawmaker waved an empty book in support of
such claims. Hotoveli’s absolutist notions about the erasure of Palestine couple with her absolutist views about
Jewish

rights to ‘Eretz Israel’, the historical ‘land of Israel’:

“This land is ours. All of it is ours. We did not come here to apologize for that’,

Hotoveli said at her inaugural speech in 2015. She then continued in citing the medieval rabbi Rashi to bolster her
claims, supposedly based upon the wish of God:

“Rashi says the Torah opens with the story of the creation of the world so that if the nations of the world
come and tell you that you are occupiers, you must respond that all of the land belonged to the creator of
the world and when he wanted to, he took from them and gave to us”, she said.

So there is supposedly no discussion to be had at all: God said so, according to Tzipi Hotoveli. And she projects
her denial of Palestine and Palestinian history upon Palestinians. In a recent interview with 60 Minutes she said

that Palestinians put “the denial of Israel as the first issue on the agenda” — despite their recognition of Israel per
treaty in the Oslo Accords, a recognition which alas has not become reciprocal in any real way from Israel’s side.

So, Hotoveli keeps saying ‘Palestinians’. Now, do they exist, or do they not?

Indeed, consider the further irony here: who is Hotoveli speaking to in the Knesset? The Palestinian MK’s, those
‘Arab MK’s’, those ‘Israeli Arabs’ as Israel would have it. She addresses her anger about Palestinian recognition at
them. But aren’t they supposed to be just ‘Arabs’? Aren’t they not supposed to exist as ‘Palestinians’?

Indeed, in her fundamentalist, hysterical, shameless and genocidal raving, Hotoveli actually comes to confirm
the overarching Palestinian nationhood that cuts across Israel’s shallow and artificial attempts of degrading
them and separating them from each other. Tzipi Hotoveli’'s erasure narrative comes around 360 degrees,
and confirms the existence of a one Palestinian nation. Books could be written about this, but Hotoveli’s
model is an empty one.
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Korga FOHECKO npuHsana MNManecTtuHy B kayectse yneHa B 2011 rogy (TeM cambiM Takke Npu3HaB ee, kak U % rocygapcrs-
yneHoB OOH), CLUA cokpatunn cBot NogAepXKy Ha 50 MUNNIMOHOB A0MNNapoB B KAYECTBE HakasaHus.

Ha atoT pa3 M3paunb cokpatun pmHaHcnpoanne OOH ewle Ha 1 MUNNMOH QONMapoB B Ka4eCTBE HakalaHus 3a
pesontoumto FOHECKO, nobasuB Kk ApyrvM COKpaLLeHUAM NpoLUnoro roga 8 MUNIMOHOB AONMapoB (B OTBET Ha Pe30nioLmto
2334 Coseta besonacHoct OOH 1 pesontounn CoseTta no npasaM YernoBeka, ocyxgatowme N3pannbs). BepodaTtHocTb
TOro, 4YTo M3pannb BbigenuT BCero 2,7 MUNAnoHa AonnapoB — MeHee O4HON YETBEPTON OT CBOUX MPEXHMUX FOHOPapOoB.

KoHeuHo, XoTOBENN HE NepBbLIN, KTO NpegnonaraeT, YTo NanecTMHUEB He cyllecTByeT. [ogobHble 3aaBneHNa NCTOPUIECKU
BblABUranncb CMOHUCTaMu cneea Hanpaso. U “nesble” ocobeHHO npeycnenuy B aToM: oT BeH-T'ypuoHa, Ha3bIBaroLWero mx
"apabamu, cny4yanHo okasaBwumuca B ManectuHe", go lonasl Meup “ManectuHubl? KakMe nanecTUHLbI?”, K KHUre
Mouwwe [JasHa “6onblue HUKaKkow ManecTuHbl — 3akoH4YeHOo”. [1ns N3pauns ‘TlanectuHa’ Obina NoOHATUEM, KOTOPOE OH
CTPEMUIICSA CTEPETL M3 NAMATH AN BCEX NMPaKTUYECKNX Lenen; oTcloga ero otkas npuaHarh ManectuHy u HasbiBaTb
nanecTUHCKUX rpaxkgaH NpocTo ‘apabamun’, HECMOTpPs Ha To, 4YTO Bonee ABYX TPETen U3 HUX MAEHTUULMPYIOT cebsa Kak
nanecTuHupl. Tonbko Toraa, korga ‘ManectnHa’ morna 6bITb Ha3BaHUEM "MeHbLLUE, YeM roCcyaapcTBO” (Kak 3aBepsn
n3paunstsiH Vuxak PabuvH, gaxe nognuceiBasi cormnatueHuns Ocno), Habop 6aHTycTaHOB, k KOTOpbIM BecnpaBHble
nanecTUHUbl MOrMK BbITb OTHECEHBLI B cOOTBETCTBUM ¢ Cornawwenunammu Ocno B cepeanHe 1990-x, koraa HasbiBaTb UX
‘nanecTnHuamn’ ctano NpMeMnemMo B N3pansibCKOM ANCKYPCE, KOTOPbI YTBEPXKAAET, YTO NafneCTUHLbI - 3TO NPOCTO
"apabbl", ecnu oHu rpaxgaHe N3paung.

3akoH XoToBenu o nycTomn kHure, 6e3ycnoBHoO, [oMmKeH OblTb NEPBbIM, KOrga U3pawnbCKUI 3akoHodaTenb pa3Maxmsan
MyCTOW KHWUIon B NOAAEPXKKY NOAOGHbIX 3asiBneHnin. AGCOnoTUCTCKME NpeacTaBneHns XoToBenu o ctTupaHum ManectuHbl
coyeTaroTcsa ¢ ee abconTMCTCKMMN B3rNsgamMum Ha npasa eBpeeB Ha ‘Opel, Vicpaank", nctopuyeckyto "semnto Uspamnsa™

“Oma 3emnsa Hawa. OHa ecs Hawa. Mbi npuwiniu croda He 519 moeo, Ymobbl U3BUHSIMbLCS 3a 3Mo”.,

Ckaszana XoToBenu B CBOeW nHayrypaumnoHHon peudn B 2015 roagy. 3aTtem oHa npogomkuna untnposaTb CpeaHeEBEKOBOIO
paBBuHa PaLuu, 4ToObl NOOKPENUTL CBOM YTBEPXKAEHUS, NPEANONOXNTENbHO OCHOBaHHbIE Ha Bone bora.:

“Pawu eoeopum, ymo Topa Ha4uHaemcs ¢ ucmopuu COMeBOPEHUS Mupa, mak 4mo, ecsiu HapoObl Mupa
npudym u ckaxxym eam, 4mo 8bl OKKynaHmMbl, 8bl O0O/KHbI OMeemumab, 4mo 6csi 3eMrisi nnpuHadnexana
cosfamernto mupa, U ko2da oH 3axomeJi, OH 8351 y HUX U omdarsn Ham”, CKasasia OHa.

Tak 4TO, NpeanonoXxnTernbHo, obcyxaaTb BoOOLLEe Heyero: Tak ckasan bor, cornacHo Linnn Xotoeenu. N oHa npoeumpyet
CBO€ oTpuuaHue lNanecTuHbl U NanecTUHCKOM NCTOPUK Ha NanectuHUeB. B HegaBHeM MHTEPBLIO XypHany "60 MUHYT" oHa
ckasana, 4To nanecTuHubl NocTaBunu “oTpuuaHue Mapaunsa B kKayecTBe NepBoro BoNpoca NOBECTKU OHS— - HECMOTPS Ha
nx NnpusHaHue N3paunsa B COOTBETCTBMM C JOTOBOPOM, 3aKNOYEHHbIM B cornawleHusx Ocno, npu3HaHue, KOTopoe, yBbl, He
cTano KakMMm-nmbo pearnbHbIM OTBETOM CO CTOPOHLI 3pauns.

WTak, XoToBenu npodorkaeT roBopuTh ‘NanecTuHLpbl’. MTak, cylwecTByoT OHU UM HET?

B camom gene, paccmMoTpyM 34ech eLle 0aHy MPOHMIO: C keM XOTOBeNu pasroBapuBaeT B kHecceTe? C genytatamm
KHecceTa ManecTtuHsbl, ¢ aTumm ‘apabekmmn genytatamm KHECCETA", ¢ atumun "nspavnbckumm apabamun”, Kak Bblipasuncs
6bl M3pannb. OHa BbiMeLLaeT CBOW rTHEB MO NOBOAY Npu3HaHus ManecTuHbl Ha HUx . Ho pa3Be OHW He A0MKHbI OblTb
npocTo "apabamu"? Pa3Be OHU He OOMKHbI CYLLEeCTBOBATb Kak ‘NanecTuHLbl’ ?

HenctButenbHo, B cBoeM OyHAAMEHTANMCTCKOM, MCTEPUYHOM, BeccThigHOM Bpeae XoToBenu hakTuyeckn noareepxaaeT
BCEOOBEMIIOLLYHO NANeCTUHCKYHO roCyAapCTBEHHOCTb, KOTOpPAs MPOTUBOCTOUT MENKMM U UCKYCCTBEHHbLIM MOMbITKAM
WMspannga yHM3uTb ux n otgennTtb Apyr oT gpyra. lNosecTteoBaHue Liunu XotoBenu o ctMpaHum passopadmBaetcsa Ha 360
rpagycoB 1 NoATBEPXKAAET CyLLECTBOBaHME €QMHON NanecTMHcKkon Hauun. OB 3TOM MOXHO 6bIno Obl HanMcaTb KHUATKU, HO
Moaenb XoToBenu - nycrasi.
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