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81  Types of Institutions and Institutional Status

Higher education (HE) sfudies in Gesmany afe offered al three types of
Higher Educaticn Institutions (HEIL®

- Univarstaten (Universities) inchuding various speciplized insifulions, offer
Ihe whode range of acadamse discipiines. In the German iradition, universilies
focus In particular on basic ressarch so thal advanced stages of study have
mainly theorelical ariemation and research-orlented components,

- Fachhochschuten (Universities of Applied Sclences) concentrale their Study
programmes In engineering and olher technical disciplines. business-related
studies, social work, and design arems. The commen mission of applied
research and development implies a distinet application-ofented focus and
professional characier of studies, which include inlegraled and supervised
work assignmants in industry, enterprises or other relevant institulions

- Kunst- und Musikhochschulen (Universities of ArtMusic) offer studies for
artigtic careers in fine ans, performing ars and mwsic; in such fields as
directing, production, writing in theatre, fim, and other media; and in a variety
of design areas, architecture, media and commusication.

Highar Education Inatiutions are elther slale of stade-recognized insliiulions.
In their operations, including the organization of siudies and the designation
and award of degrees, they are both subjed to higher education legisladion,

Tahls 1: Institutions, Programmes and Degrees in German Higher Education

8.2 Typas of Programmes and Degrees Awarded

Swdies in all three typas of institutions hawe fraditionally been offéred In
iMegrated "long” (one-ller) programmes leading to Diplom- or Magisier Arffum
degrees or compleled by a Sfaatsprifung (Stats Examination).

Within the framewark of the Bologna-Process one-lier siudy programmes ane
successively being replaced by a two-lier study system. Since 1808, a
schame of first- and second-level degree programmes (Bachelor and Master)
was Inroduced 1o be offered parallel to of instead of integrated “long”
programmes. These programmes are designed fo provide enlarged varsly
and Texibility to sludents in planning and g aducational objectives,
ihey also enhance intemational compatbility of studies.

For dedeils e Sec. B.41, 842, and 8.4.3 respeciively. Table 1 provides &
aynaplic SLMMAEry.

B3  Approvalidccreditation of Programmes and Degrees

To ensure quality and comparability of qualiicalions. the organization of
sludies and genaral degres regquirements have fo conform o principles and
reguiations astablished by the Standing Conferenca of the Ministers of
Educalion and Cultwal Affars of the Lander in the Federal Republic of
Gemany (KMK).® In 1982, a system of accreditation for programmes of study
has become operalional under he control of an Accreditation Councll at
national level. All néw programmes have to be accredied wndar this scheme;
after @ successful accreditation they receive the quality-labal of the
Accrediation Council.”
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